
 

THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 

Lord's Table 

Jimmy Hobbs. Ethan Wood. Justin Wood. Steve Corbell.  

Announcements 

David/Ben Shumate  

 

NEWS & NOTES 

Margaret Shumate - 903 387 4741 

Gospel Meeting: Oak Grove church of Christ. August 8-11. 

 Speaker - Tim Orbison 

Jerry Bates will be at Oak Grove April 18, 2021.  

Will give an update on work in India. 

There are many on our prayer list' 

"The affective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much" 

(James 5:16) 

 

ATTENDANCE/OFFERING 

Attendance April 4, 2021 AM - 33               Offering - $2082.00 

 

PRAYER LIST 

David McCain. Roy & Elaine Allen. Sally Lewellen. Zane Lebsack.  

Vick Lebsack. David Calvert. Jerry & Anita McRae.  

Sharla McKenny. Kip Jezierski Marry Bloom. Justin Nelson. 

 Tammy Soto: Recovering well from surgery.   

Joann Collier's granddaughter Cassie, is in complete organ failure. 

Possible Auto-Immune disease 

Emmy Mae Hathaway, great-granddaughter of Lea Ann Hobbs, 

 has been diagnosed with Brain/Lung Thyroidism. Doctors say,  

only one in one million born with this problem. 

 
OAK GROVE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 "
 
That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with  

 every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of 

deceitful plotting, 
15 

but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into 

Him who is the head—Christ—" 

         Ephesians 4:14,15 

 

         April 11, 2021 

 

MEETING TIMES 

Bible Study 9:45  

A.M. Worship 10:35 

"Following a Crowd to Destruction" 
(Mechanical Instruments in Worship)  

P.M. Worship 6:00  

"Where is My Pat on the Back?" 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM  



 

 

 

 "Why Do Good People Suffer" #2 

 

  Over the years, many have attempted to answer the question, "why do good 

people suffer?" Unfortunately, most of the answers are wrong. Mary Baker Eddy and 

her followers are of the opinion that suffering is just an illusion, a fragment of a 

twisted imagination. Most people with any sense at all will find it impossible to 

accept such a viewpoint. When a husband or wife or one of our children is killed in a 

car wreck, the pain is real; not a fragment of our twisted imagination.  When a loved 

one is diagnosed with the painful disease of cancer, the pain and suffering they 

endure is real, not imagined. 

 No one can explain every detail of every instance of human suffering, but there 

are logical reasons why good people suffer, and for that matter, evil people as well. 

The writer of this paper is making an appeal to the intellect. He is asking the reader to 

reason things out and to understand that the answer to the question of good people 

suffering can only be found within the pages of Holy Scripture. This may sound 

strange when first considered, but the main reason for all evil, pain, and suffering lies 

in the fact that God is love. "He who does not love does not know God, for God is 

love" (1 John 4:8). 

 The first thing that comes to the mind of most people after considering such a 

statement is how is such a thing possible. It is easily understood when we consider the 

Biblical fact that God did not create mankind to be robots. He created us to be free 

moral agents. His love for us allows freedom of choice. In the garden of Eden, God 

gave Adam a choice, "And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, of every tree 

of the garden you may freely eat, but the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 

may not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die" (Genesis 2:16, 17). 

God gave Adam a command, but the choice to obey that command was his to make. 

Make the wrong choice, suffer the consequences. 

 As Joshua was nearing the end of his life, he gave the children of Israel a choice, 

"If it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you 

will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of 

the river, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell" (Joshua 24:15). The  

 

 

 

 

choice was theirs to make. God did not force them to serve Him at any time. Joshua 

set an example for them to follow, "But as for me and my house, we will serve the  

Lord" (Joshua 24:15). Even secular history shows us they made the wrong choice and 

suffered the consequences for it. 

 It should be obvious now that much of mankind's suffering is a direct result of its 

own misuse of a personal freedom God has given it. The Apostle Peter alluded to this, 

"But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, and evildoer, or as a busybody in 

other people's matters" (1 Peter 4:15). Mankind can't blame anyone but itself when it 

suffers from its own wrong choices. If mankind decides on its own to kill someone, 

lethal injection awaits, or at the very least, a lifetime in prison. 

 
David Westbrook 
 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 


