
 

NEWS & NOTES 

Preacher: David Westbrook 903-288-7332 

 dwestbrook62@yahoo.com  

204 Bob White St. Pittsburg, TX. 75686 

Men's Meeting - February 14, 2021 

 

There are many on our prayer list' 

"The affective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much" 

(James 5:16) 

 

 

ATTENDANCE/OFFERING 

Attendance January 24, 2021 AM - 36 

Offering - $ 1611.00 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

David McCain: Has been in AFIB sense December 31. 

 He visited an electric cardiologist last Friday, all went well. 

 

Chuck Hinson: Brittany's grandfather, has been moved  

to a rehab facility in Texarkana. He is improving. 

 

Kip: Grandson of Doug & Barbara Blackard, is back in hospital. 

 

Vick Lebsack: Will be having radiation treatment. 

 

Zane Lebsack: Continues to have problems with dementia. 

 

Roy Allen: Will be leaving hospital for two weeks physical therapy. 

 

Sally Leuellenis: is home from hospital. Because of multiple  

Blood clots, she will be on oxygen from now on. 

 

Sharla McKenny, Sally's daughter,  

will be her health care provider. 

 
OAK GROVE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

  

"
 
That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with  

 every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of 

deceitful plotting, 
15 

but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into 

Him who is the head—Christ—" 

Ephesians 4:14,15 

 

         January 31, 2021 

 

MEETING TIMES 

Bible Study 9:45  

A.M. Worship 10:35  

P.M. Worship 6:00  

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM  
 

   



 

 

 

   
 
 

"Suffering and Trials" 
 

 Suffering and trials are a necessary part of life. There is an absolute certainty that 

all will suffer in this life. It is also an absolute certainty that the righteous shall be 

victorious. 1 Corinthians 10:13 assures us of that. 

 One of my instructors in school, Brother Randall Morris, made an excellent point 

when he said, "Joy in the midst of trials begins with what we know." In regards to 

joy, it needs to be understood that the text says "all joy," not some joy (James 1:2). 

Understanding what is meant by "all joy" requires knowledge (James 1:3). This is a 

knowledge of what the pain and suffering will accomplish, not simply focusing on the 

pain at the time. As we suffer in the present, consider the future. Gloom and despair 

now but glory and joy in the future. 

 Brother Randall Morris brought out another interesting point in his lectures. 

People will do anything to avoid pain. For the Christian, wisdom and discipline come 

into play on this point. If one suffers for a foolish and sinful reason, one deserves 

what one gets. In that state of mind, avoiding pain and suffering seems only 

reasonable.  Suffering for Christ, however, brings about a whole new realm of 

thought. There is a blessing to be had if it is suffered through and endured with 

patience, "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of 

evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is 

your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you" 

(Matthew 5:11, 12). All Christians will suffer for the cause of Christ. This is a 

Biblical fact that cannot be denied. "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ 

Jesus will suffer persecution" (2 Timothy 3:12). 

 There is an example in the book of Esther that proves a valuable point. "Haman 

sought to destroy all the Jews who were throughout the whole kingdom… " (Esther 

3:6). Every Jew in the kingdom followed Mordecai's example, "… with fasting, 

weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes" (Esther 4:3). These poor 

people were about to be murdered and had no idea how to stop it. We see a different  

 

 

 

 

 

 

response to suffering in chapter eight and verse eleven: "By these letters the king 

permitted the Jews who were in every city to gather and protect their lives-to destroy,  

kill, and annihilate all the forces of any people or province that would assault them, 

both little children and women, and to plunder their possessions." They now have a  

plan, a way of fighting back. The point is this: New Testament Christians also have a 

plan, a way of overcoming suffering and trials. We fight back through a knowledge of 

God that is based on facts. This knowledge assures us that our trials and sufferings are 

for a reason. "Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. And not only 

that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance, 

character, and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of 

God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holt Spirit who was given to us. For 

when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly" 

(Romans 5:1-6). 

 

David Westbrook 


