
 

THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE 

Lord's Table 

Jimmy Hobbs. Ethan Wood. Justin Wood. Steve Corbell.  

Announcements 

David/Ben Shumate  

 

NEWS & NOTES 

Gospel Meeting: Oak Grove church of Christ. August 8-11. 

 Speaker - Tim Orbison 

Jerry Bates will be at Oak Grove April 18, 2021.  

Will give an update on work in India. 

There are many on our prayer list' 

"The affective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much" 

(James 5:16) 

 

ATTENDANCE/OFFERING 

Attendance April 11, 2021 AM - 49               Offering - $2201.00 

 

PRAYER LIST 

David McCain. Roy & Elaine Allen. Sally Lewellen. Zane Lebsack.  

Vick Lebsack. David Calvert. Jerry & Anita McRae.  

Sharla McKenny. Kip Jezierski Marry Bloom. Justin Nelson. 

 Tammy Soto: Recovering well from surgery.   

Joann Collier's granddaughter Cassie, is in complete organ failure. 

Possible Auto-Immune disease 

Emmy Mae Hathaway, great-granddaughter of Lea Ann Hobbs, 

 has been diagnosed with Brain/Lung Thyroidism. Doctors say,  

only one in one million born with this problem. 

Mary Ann Steverson: First chemo for pancreatic cancer on Tuesday. 

David McCain fell again. Do not know the extent of his injuries.  

 
OAK GROVE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 "
 
That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with  

 every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of 

deceitful plotting, 
15 

but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into 

Him who is the head—Christ—" 

         Ephesians 4:14,15 

 

         April 18, 2021 

 

MEETING TIMES 

Bible Study 9:45  

A.M. Worship 10:35 

"Following a Crowd to Destruction #2" 
(Mechanical Instruments in Worship)  

P.M. Worship 6:00  

"Jerry Bates" 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM  



 

 

 

 "Why Do Good People Suffer" #3 

 

 Another reason for the suffering of both the good and the bad that needs to be 

discussed is the suffering of mankind from the wrong choices of others. King David 

is a prime Biblical example. In 2 Samuel 11, we read where Uriah the Hittite suffered 

because of King David's sins. Uriah ultimately died because of David's attempt to 

hide the sinful decision he had made. In comparison, think of how children are 

affected when a parent is arrested on drug charges or drunk driving. Even though it 

was a single individual who made the bad decision, everyone in the family suffers the 

consequences. Who are we to blame? God? How is that fair on our part? God had 

nothing to do with our misuse of the freedom of choice He has given man.  

 Another reason for the suffering in the world (this one is closely related to the 

first two) is the suffering of mankind from choices of previous generations. Let's 

consider the fact that multitudes of people are starving in Third World Countries. 

India is a great example. Long ago, their ancestors (those of the Hindu religion that 

still exists in that country) thought that it was wrong to eat certain animals because 

they might be eating one of their family members. This is the false doctrine of 

reincarnation. As a result, millions over the years have starved to death while their 

next meal was grazing in the front yard. It is hardly God's fault when people refuse to 

eat the food God has placed right in front of them. They are starving because of their 

own foolish, bad choices. All over the world, the bad choices of former generations 

have and will continue to cause pain and suffering.  

 Here is some food for thought. Right along with the pain and suffering our 

ancestors have passed down to mankind, do we ever stop to consider the good that 

has come from their sacrifices? Think of the medical advances and technology we 

have today and the amount of people who suffered and died until they figured it out. 

We owe a lot to the people of our past and their willingness to suffer for the good of 

mankind. Mankind may suffer from the bad choices of former generations, but also 

benefit. For man to be truly free, then he must be able to reap the benefits of the 

wrong decisions of others. 

  

 

 

 

 

 Another consideration that needs to be made is that people (good and bad) suffer 

because they violate the natural law. For the good of God's creation, God set in place 

certain specific laws of nature. If mankind violates those laws from his own God  

given freedom of choice, man will suffer the consequences. As an example, let's say 

that the writer of this paper decides by his own freedom of choice that he wants to 

leap off the Empire State Building. What will be the end result? The end result will be 

a red mist plastered across the asphalt and no more bulletins will be written. If a 

young child decides on their own to play with toys on an active train track, the end 

result will not be good. Even if that child has no idea about the laws of physics (two 

objects cannot occupy the same space at the same time), the train, being the bigger 

object, is going to win the space one way or another. 

 There is a lot more that could be discussed, but enough has been discussed for all 

to understand why, sometimes, good people suffer right along with the bad. The 

bottom line is this, it isn’t God's fault. 

 

 
David Westbrook 

 


