
Spiritual Lessons from a BAD Dog! (#7)
(Editor’s Note: Previous issues of our current series in the Oracle, on the subject matter of: “Spiritual Lessons from a 
BAD Dog” are available on the lower shelf, of the hat rack, in our foyer.  If you have not read these previous issues, you 
might need to avail yourself of copies to read, in order that you fully understand this series.)

ometimes our BAD Dog needs to be kept on a “short leash.”  You see, “Mr. Loki” is often a 
“runner.”  In fact, there have been times in the past when the little guy could almost be considered 
an “escape artist!”  What bothers me is why the “mischievous one” would even desire to “make a 
break for it,” especially when you consider he lives in the lap of luxury 24/7.  S

Does that sound like any humans you know?  God has very generously given us everything we need to 
enjoy a “more abundant life,” while we live on this old dusty orb (so said Jesus in Jn. 10:10).  Not only 
that, but God has also filled His inspired Word with everything we need to know about how to respond to 
His grace and mercy in obedient faith, so we can live faithfully as a Christian until we die, and ultimately 
end up in the paradise of heaven.  The Apostle Paul said we can have “redemption in the blood of Christ” 
(Eph. 1:7). His fellow Apostle, Peter once said that in the knowledge of Christ, we can have “all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness,” (2 Pet. 1:1-4). I don’t mean to be flippant or irreverent about these 
“exceeding great and precious promises,” God has made to His faithful children, but as I heard one old 
preacher say years ago, “God has offered us an abundant life here, plus pie in the sky when we die by and
by!”

hy then does God ever have to put us on a short leash?  I have found out I can train and 
control our son’s BAD dog better on our “nighttime forays,” if I keep him close to me on
a short leash. What bothers me, and I’m guessing it bothers God too (if you think I’m 
playing fast and loose with the Scriptures, you might want to read and contemplate Jesus’

lament over the rebellious Israelites, who inhabited Jerusalem (Mt. 23:37 & Luke 13:34).  There you will 
see it really does trouble God when we resist His overtures of love. Just like God loves YOU and me, I 
really love our son’s little dog and I would give him anything I think he needs to be happy and healthy.  
You reckon God has great blessings in store for us that we don’t receive, because we are so stubborn and 
self-willed? Think about it!
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