
Forgiven
(Editor’s Note: Just for Today, we’re going to take a short break from our ongoing series of articles on: “Spiritual Lessons from a 
BAD Dog” so you won’t get “dog tired” of thinking about my “doggy articles” (pun intended)! Actually, Janice and I took a little 
break the last few days for a short “glamping trip” to Broken Bow, OK, with two of our three grandsons {a rescheduling of a trip we 
had planned for the night I broke my back, the last day of April}.  Lord willing, I will have another episode of the “Loki” saga for 
your consideration next Lord’s Day.)

erhaps the most beautiful word in the English language is the word “forgiven.” The Apostle 
Paul wrote, “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice:  and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:30-32).
P
How many Christians make their own life and the lives of others miserable, because they cannot find a 
forgiving spirit in their heart? How many otherwise faithful Christians have jeopardized their soul’s 
salvation, because they hold a grudge against a brother or sister who wronged them? How many 
Christians send themselves to an early grave and eternal doom, because they are consumed with 
bitterness, malice, hatred, and wrath?

Brethren, the Bible makes it abundantly clear that an unforgiving spirit is just as dangerous to us as 
false doctrine or vain worship. In the “Sermon on the Mount,” Jesus taught that if we will not forgive 
those who have wronged us, then neither will our Heavenly Father forgive our sins (Mt. 6:12-15). If we
are to truly manifest the spirit of Christ in our lives, then we must learn to develop “the grace of 
forgiveness” towards others, who have harmed us in some way. 

e need to be forgiving because God has forgiven us. We have all sinned (Rms. 3:23), 
and we all deserve to be punished eternally for our sins (Rms. 6:23), but God loved us 
in spite of our sins, and let His Son die on “Calvary’s Cruel Cross” to pay the price for
our sins (Rms. 5:8). Knowing the love and forgiveness God has extended to us, how 

can we dare be unforgiving to those who need our love and forgiveness? We need to be forgiving to 
others, because we desperately need God’s mercy, which is contingent upon our own mercy (Mt. 18:21-
35). Is their someone who needs your forgiveness today? Please, give it some serious spiritual thought!
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