
Taking Stock of Our Spiritual Progress
(Editor’s Note: Today & next Lord’s Day, we’re going to take a little break from our series on: “Spiritual Lessons from a BAD
Dog” to give you a little breather so you won’t get “dog tired” of thinking about my recent “doggy articles” (pun intended)! Lord
willing, I will have another episode of the “Loki” saga for your consideration week after next.)
     

od has commanded us to “take stock” of our spirituality from time to time? God expects
Christians to grow and mature spiritually (2 Pet. 3:18). To check on our progress, He has
ordered us to take an inventory of our spiritual progress periodically. 2 Corinthians 13:5 says,
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith, prove your own selves…” In fact, to make

sure we don’t wait too long between self-examinations, 1 Corinthians 11:28 admonishes us to take spiritual
inventory every week in the course of taking the Lord’s Supper, for the text says, “But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.”

G
Taking stock of our spiritual progress (or lack thereof), can be profitable for all of us, if we’ll be honest with our
self-evaluations. However, it can also frighten us! What if when we look in the “mirror of the soul” (1 Cor.
13:11-12, Jms. 1:23-25) we don’t like what we see? What do we do when we stand against the doorjamb of the
Scriptures to measure ourselves, only to find we’ve stopped growing or even started to shrink? Is there any hope
if we discover we are stunted in spiritual growth?

Yes, there is hope! When Paul penned First Corinthians, he wrote to Christians whose spiritual growth
was stunted. He said, “And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,
even as unto babes in Christ” (1 Cor. 3:1). The very fact that Paul offered this criticism, as well as some
solutions to the problems of spiritual immaturity, is indicative of the fact that spiritual immaturity can
be corrected.

f taking stock of your spirituality uncovers an area of weakness, the first step in outgrowing it is to
admit your problem. Half the battle is now won! The Scriptures then provide the solution in the
form of some practical guidelines for renewing spiritual growth in your life.I

(…to be continued next week)
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