
Spiritual Lessons from a BAD Dog! (#2)
(Editor’s Note: In last week’s  Oracle, my lead article laid the “foundation” [including the “dirtwork”] for this week’s
article and subsequent articles in our current series of “Spiritual Lessons from a BAD Dog.” Admittedly, last week’s article
was mostly “substructure.” In fact, some critics might disparage it  by calling it  “worthless trivia.” Nevertheless,  the
“background facts” are necessary if “the moral of the story” is to be comprehended and valued as a “proverb” or spiritual
lesson to be treasured for the moral principles and Biblical values which are contained therein. Today, and Lord willing in
future weeks, I will try to use primarily “book, chapter and verse instruction” from God’s Holy, inspired and spiritually
powerful Word [2 Pet. 1:19-21, 2 Tim. 3:15-17, Heb. 4:12-13] to build a multi-roomed “spiritual house” from the Bible’s
own teaching, but which hopefully can be hung on the “mnemonics” {memory pegs] of my experiences with a lovable little
BAD dog named “Loki!”.  Btw-extra copies of last week’s Oracle are available on the bottom shelf of the “hat rack” in our
foyer.  If  you were absent last  Sunday, you might want to grab a copy to apprise yourself  of the background material
contained therein, so you can get the full value out of today’s and future issues’ articles.  And, now, without further ado, here
is our next weekly installment of several “dog stories,” which I hope will profit you to be a little more like Jesus and a little
less like “Loki.” Enjoy!)

hough  small  in  stature  “Loki”  is  extremely  strong,  not  to  mention  “strong-willed,”  which
reminds me of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which I think is the most challenging parable in
the Bible. More than a few great Bible scholars have referred to it as, “the most beloved of the

Master’s parables.”   You know, of course,  that this  memorable story,  told by Jesus is  all  about the
amazing love, mercy and grace of God. Even if you’ve only read the Bible casually, you’ll still likely
remember how the impetuous younger son in the story (Lk. 15:11-32) DEMANDED his freedom from
the restrictive nature of his father’s house. To show he meant business, he even had the audacity to ask for
a premature inheritance of his part of the “family fortune” (what must have been roughly 1/3 of his
father’s “hard earned living”).

T

Like the younger son in Jesus’ parable, our youngest child’s demanding  DOG has it pretty good at the
McCain Ranch. On warm and sunny days, he has the run of a nice, safe, chain-link-fenced enclosure in the
side  yard  of  our  ranch  style  home.  This  area  is  equipped  with  a  spacious  large-dog-size  igloo-style
doghouse, situated on the shady, breezy, “high ground” in one corner of the enclosure, wherein he can lazily
view the entire ranchette, of which he is the self-proclaimed “King Loki.” The additional “perks and
privileges” of his “rank” as the “Emperor of his domain,” include a huge stainless-steel food bowl and 
water trough, a tree-shaded, beautifully landscaped exercise yard, and his own private restroom facilities in the shaded
area at the western edge of his enclosure. Finally, just in case of unexpected rain, or other inclement weather, the
enclosure contains an expansive covered porch on the fenced side of an ancient grandkid’s playhouse. And that’s not
to mention the fact that on days when the Weather Channel predicts rain, storms, hail, excessive wind, lightening, or
any other inclement weather (including temperatures below a balmy 40 degrees or above a cool 95), said “demanding
dog” is brought inside to relax in centrally heated & airconditioned, temperature-controlled comfort. When he’s “at
home” indoors, again, it’s “a dog’s life,” as he resides in a luxurious pet carrier, complete with a softly padded dog-
bed. He is also fed regular “dog-treats,” just for taking up residence in his indoor doghouse! In short, “Master Loki”
is spoiled rotten, just like the “prodigal son” in Christ’s notable parable. 
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Can you believe then, that he has quite often had the audacity to “make a break for it” and run away to experience the
seamier side of life up at Dellwood Park, about a quarter of a mile north of our ranchette’s location on Dogwood
Lane. Though I’ve often wanted to strangle him when he pulls these usual “nighttime maneuvers,” instead I’ve often
called the local police to enlist the aid of the constabulary in locating and bringing the runaway “back home,” where
he belongs.

Yes, like the loving Father in the story, I’ve actually gotten dressed in the middle of the night to get in my truck and
go out to the edge of my property “looking for Loki,” hoping gainst hope that he would come back up the road, so
I could welcome him home with a celebration! I’m sure you remember in Jesus’ “earthly story with a heavenly
meaning,” how the Bible says, “And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his
father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him” (Luke 15:20).    
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(to be continued…)


