
Spiritual Lessons From A BAD Dog! (#1)
(Editor’s Note: Before a carpenter builds a sturdy building, he must first lay a solid foundation. Accordingly, today’s article will serve to lay a
parabolic foundation, upon which future articles can be constructed, I can set about to build a spiritual house, which is founded on the “rock
of Christ” [Mt. 7:24-27] and filled with Biblical “food for thought.” Next week, Lord willing, I’ll try my best to “dry in” the structure with a
solid 2x6 framework of at least one book, chapter and verse spiritual lesson.)

ur son named him “Loki.” If you know anything about Norse mythology, you might guess he is
a bit mischievous. In fact, sometimes he’s downright BAD, but still I love him. The little guy is
25 pounds of power-packed energy, wrapped up in an adorable, furry, Heinz 57 variety package.

He became a part of the McCain clan a couple of years ago and straightway wormed his way into our
hearts.  Please  be  patient  with  me  as  I  lay  a  little  groundwork  first  before  getting  to  my  spiritual
applications.

O
About 25 years ago, when our kids were still young, we lived out in the country, 13 miles from town. Our
log house was situated a half-mile off a narrow but paved county road, on 36 acres of woods and pasture.
It was the perfect place for stray dogs, or at least that’s what the city-folk must have thought when they
drove out to our remote location, to drop off their unwanted mutts at our mailbox.

Looking back now, I guess it really was a good place for those furry orphans to take up residence. There
was plenty of room for the hounds to romp and play with our three rambunctious kids, who adored them
all. It sure didn’t hurt that the landowner had a soft spot in his heart for all things canine. It also did not
hurt that the landowner’s wife had a soft spot in her heart for the landowner and their three children.
Though she was really not a “dog person,” the lady of the ranchette just couldn’t refuse the sad longing
eyes of the scrawny fur-balls when they came trotting up our lane, especially when the kids  and dad all
chimed in together in several stanzas of, “Mommy can we keep him,” or “her,” or sometimes “them?!”

The last straw for the matriarch was when the number of pooches grew to 14 (3 adults and 11 puppies). Sadly, they
all got the mange and after several weeks of dipping the whole bunch every few days, the lady finally declared, “no
more dogs!” It turned out to be nothing but a hollow threat. However, with the passing of time the 14 were
eventually trimmed down to only two, who lived out their days in relative peace. We eventually became a dog-less
family, prompting the lady of the house to loudly declare, “we are out of the dog adoption business FOREVER!”

t took a little longer this time, but eventually her resolve waned. Fast forward 25 years and one day the “baby” of
the family, who’s now a grown young man, comes home one evening with a rescue dog. Said offspring thinks
he needs a “man’s best friend” for himself and a therapy dog for his decrepit dad.                                     I

At that point, both he and the dog put on their best “hang dog” looks. With soulful eyes they both began
to plead with the matron of the family. The mutt whimpered the chorus while the son sang verse one of
the tried and true tune, “Can I keep him (here) Mom?” To my surprise she folded like a tower of
playing cards and agreed. As it turns out, “Mr. Loki” turned out to be both good therapy for me and like
Balaam’s mule a pretty good preacher of sorts. You see, it wasn’t long until he began to remind me of
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some important spiritual lessons. And now, as Paul Harvey used to say, “we come to the rest of the
story!”

Spend some time this week reading and meditating upon the parable of the Prodigal Son (Lk. 1511-32)
and you’ll have a leg up on understanding the first of next week’s 2x6 framework of spiritual lessons!

David A. McCain
(to be continued…)


