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O What a Wonderful, Wonderful Day! 

Perhaps the title above will remind you of the first stanza of that grand old hymn which bears the title, “Heaven Came

Down,” by John W. Peterson? If not, flip over to song #590 in our current hymnal to take a gander at this beautiful song.
The immediate context of the hymn refers to that notable day in which we first came to be obedient to the Gospel of Christ
in the experience of having all our former sins washed away in the blood of Jesus, God’s sacrificial Lamb. 
 
Today I want to give that first stanza a new dimension as we consider another “wonderful, wonderful day,” which is almost
upon us. Yes, it is that wonderful day all of us have anxiously awaited the past couple of months! As you know the Covid-
19 Crisis is finally diminishing. Praise the Lord, the curve of infection and death is seemingly “flattening!” As a result,
people are hopeful once again of returning to at least a semblance of normality, or perhaps a “new normal.” 
 
Yes, it looks like governmental authorities are finally nearing readiness to reenergize our nation of people who have ALL
been infected with the deadly fear brought about by “cabin fever” and the prospect of the total economic collapse of our
nation. Here in Titus County, Texas, county officials have announced the prospect of relaxing the restrictions concerning
group gatherings of more than ten souls, especially as it relates to churches. Beginning next Lord’s Day, May 3, 2020, most
of our citizenry will once again fall under the umbrella of government approval and protection as we begin meeting again
for regular worship and Bible study. 
 
Accordingly, our brethren here at Oak Grove are ready, beginning next Sunday, to go back to our former habit of meeting
together twice each Sunday for worship, and once again each Wednesday evening for another hour of Bible study and
praise.  You might say we have been “chomping at  the bit” for this to happen, even as we instituted a limited time of
corporate worship in three small group sessions each Sunday morning, as we tried our best to obey the law of the land in the
context of still putting God first in our daily lives. 
 

Of course since each Christian is still a free will agent in the sight of God, each of us will have to make up our own mind
about how best to return to what we formally believed to be “normal” in a manner which is acceptable in the sight of God.
As we return to our former schedule of Bible study and worship beginning next Sunday (5/3), let us use “common sense” to
exercise  spiritual  wisdom  and  grace  as  we  strive  first  to  please  God,  but  also  strive  to  comply  with  governmental
requirements. Thus, we will continue to practice the “social distancing” guidelines of a 6-foot separation, which here at Oak
Grove will mean leaving two pews between each family grouping, separated by 6 feet of distance on each pew. 
 

By all means, if you are feverish or have some of the other symptoms, please  stay home. If you would feel more 

comfortable wearing a mask and/or gloves, please do so. Most importantly, let us all strive to act in ways which are pleasing
to our great God and indicative of Christian love for our brethren and our fellow man. May God bless us with His wonderful
blessings as we once again “come together in one place” to worship His holy name! 

David A. McCain


