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The Pandemic Panic

Hopefully, no one at Oak Grove has yet to contract the corona virus, unless it was the unknown respiratory

ailment  many of  us  struggled with for  several  weeks back in  the  late  fall  and/or  early winter.  From some
speculation (rumors) I’ve heard from various pundits (maybe conspiracy theorists), it seems like it is at least a
possibility  that  the  virus  was  stateside  earlier  than  first  thought,  although  we  may  never  know  for  sure.
Nevertheless, we are doing our best at the present to keep this infamous bug at bay, by observing our federal,
state and local governments’ requests for gatherings of no more than ten souls.

Indeed, it is not our desire as brethren in the body of Christ to forsake assembling together on the Lord’s Day for
corporate worship (Heb. 10:25). We are all aware of God’s instructions in the New Testament concerning the
family of God gathering on the first day of the week to sing, pray, give of our means, study the Scriptures, and
observe the Lord’s Supper. We also have many apostolic examples of the Lord’s church during First Century
times gathering together for corporate worship (read the whole book of Acts for starters). 

Currently, we are in unprecedented territory during our lifetime of dealing with a difficult worldwide medical
pandemic. We likely feel like we are stuck between the proverbial “rock and a hard place” as we frankly don’t
know what is best for us to do, either individually or collectively. To the best of our ability and wisdom we want
to comply with governmental requests as we are instructed to do in God’s Word (Rms. 13:1-7). However, we are
also well aware of God’s higher law, to always do what He says for us to do no matter what others say (i.e. – “we
ought to bey God rather than men” – Acts 5:29). Accordingly, some of our men did some calling among the OG
membership to get a consensus of how best to proceed in this current crisis. Thus, it has been determined for this
present time for us to meet in shifts on the Lord’s Day to try our best to comply with the CDC’s guidelines about
“social distancing” in groups of no larger than ten souls. How long this will be necessary is anyone’s guess, but
for the time being the faithful men of the church have decided this is the best way to proceed.
 

Does this mean we doubt God’s ability to care for His people and keep us from harm? Absolutely not. The

book of James has often been summarized by saying it  teaches “we are to work like the outcome of some
endeavor depends wholly on us, but to pray like it depends wholly upon God, all the while realizing that man’s
extremity is God’s opportunity.” We trust in God, but we still lock our doors at night. We trust in God, but we
still wear our seatbelts. We trust in God, but we still go to work to earn a living. May God increase our faith and
grant us wisdom to proceed in ways that are above all pleasing to Him. 

                                                                    David A. McCain


