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"Who Will Go For Us?"

In the first few verses of Isaiah six, Isaiah is allowed to see a vision of God on His throne. It was a spiritually

frightening scene. In all of His glory, God's presence fills the "temple," where He is attended by some of His
angels, who are offering praise to God's holiness. One six-winged seraphim cries to another, "Holy, holy, holy, is
the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory." The booming voice shakes the door posts and God's
"house" is "filled with smoke" (Isa. 6:1-4). 
 

As we would say in my old "home state" of Tennessee,  the scene practically "discombobulates" Isaiah. He
almost became unhinged with fear, thinking he was about to be struck dead because his eyes had seen God
Almighty. The text records his reverent exclamation at what he had been allowed to envision, "Woe is me! for I
am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts" (Isa. 6:5). Evidently, the "Messianic prophet" was all too familiar
with Moses' request to see the glory of God (Ex. 33:18), but God's refusal to allow Moses to see anything but
His back. God's warning to Moses was clear, "Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and
live" (Ex. 33:20). 
 

Quickly,  God  allays  Isaiah's  fears  by  allowing  him to  confess  His  willingness  to  serve  as  God's  faithful
mouthpiece. An angel symbolically "cleanses" Isaiah of His sins (Isa. 6:6-7), so He can worship and serve God
"in the beauty of holiness" (1 Chron. 16:29 & Ps. 29:2, 96:9). Finally, the haunting question is asked by God,
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" (Isa. 6:8a). Isaiah's eager answer is the classic text of faithful
resolve upon which many a sermon about the necessity of faithful service by God's true children has been based.
Isaiah humbly responded, "Here am I; send me" (Isa. 6:8b). 
 

Do you get  the  point?  God wants  faithful  human servants  to  do  His  bidding  here  on  earth.  Oh,  sure,  our
omnipotent God could force His will upon us. But, that's not His style. Coercion is not part of His character. He
created us to be free-will agents. So, He asks, "who will go for us?" Now, the ball is in our court and we must
decide what our answer will be. Will we reject God's request to do His bidding, or will we answer like Samuel
was taught to do by his mentor Eli, saying, "speak; for thy servant heareth" (1 Sam. 3:10)?  

God has a work for all of us to do. What will your answer be? We must not reject God's simple request for

faithful service. Rather our humble desire should be to serve God reverently with godly fear, as we answer,
"speak, Lord, for your servant hears," which literally means "command, and I will obey!" Let us never trifle with

God's requests for faithful service, remembering always that "our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:22-29). 
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