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A Culture Which Cannot Blush (#3) 

What goes around comes around and times have not changed all that much. Our modern culture 

has not learned from the mistakes of past cultures. In the time of the “Divided Kingdom,” God’s people
incurred His wrath because they had become so complacent about sin in their culture. Jeremiah, the 
“weeping prophet” chided them in God’s behalf for their compromise with wickedness. He said they 
had become so enmeshed in their abominations they were no longer even embarrassed by their 
departures from God’s will. It had gotten so bad they had lost the capacity to blush about their 
transgressions (Jer. 6:15 & 8:12). 
 

God has placed a “spiritual thermostat” of sorts within humankind. It’s one of the things which sets us
apart from the animals, as we are made in the very “image of God” (Gen. 1:26-27). The Bible calls
this spiritual regulator both the “heart” and the “conscience.” If properly taught, trained and exercised
in God’s Word, this sensor can help us control our senses to determine the difference between right
and wrong. David said, “I have hidden God’s Word in my heart that I might not sin against Him” (Ps.
119:11). His son, the wise man, Solomon wrote, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life” (Prov. 14:23). Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Mt.
5:8). The author of Hebrews shared the secret of how to work on developing a spiritually mature
conscience when he expounded, “…everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, since he is a child.  But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil” (Heb. 5:14). 
 

Sadly, like physical thermostats can become “shorted out,” so can our spiritual thermostats. If we 

give Satan a foothold in our lives (which Eph. 4:27 admonishes us not to do), he will help us to 
overheat the circuitry of our conscience, making it ineffective as a spiritual regulator. It’s like “searing 
your conscience with a hot iron” (1 Tim. 4:2). If we don’t resist his devices (2 Cor.2:11), the Devil is at 
our service to help us negate the influence of God’s Holy Word where we can no longer recognize the
deceptive nature of sin’s temptations. If you’ll give Satan free rein in your life, he will blind your eyes,
your heart and your conscience to where you can no longer see the dangers of abandoning your heart to
sin (Jn. 12:40 & 2 Cor. 4:4). The great danger is, we can become so entangled in sin, we no longer can 
be “pricked in our hearts” (Acts2:37) to even blush about unrighteousness.                

(…to be continued)
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