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A Culture Which Cannot Blush (#2)

To begin my current series of articles, last week I called your attention to two texts from Jeremiah

(6:15 & 8:12), which both say the same thing. This week’s quotation of the two verses comes not from
the well-loved KJV, but from a more modern, but still reliable English translation: “Were they ashamed
when they committed abomination? No, they were not at all ashamed; they did not know how to blush.
Therefore  they  shall  fall  among  those  who  fall;  at  the  time  that  I  punish  them,  they  shall  be
overthrown” (Jer. 6:15, ESV). 
 

Some people blush easily. Others don’t turn red quite as quickly. Nevertheless, all humans are born
with the capacity to blush. The science is quite interesting! Do some research on the internet and you’ll
find it’s an involuntary reflex which is amazingly unique to humankind only. The simple explanation is
when we are embarrassed about something, our “conscience” pricks us, which injects adrenaline into
our blood stream causing us to feel flushed in the face. However, some folks have never properly
trained their conscience to recognize the temptation of fleshly lusts (Heb. 5:14). Either that, or they
have so blunted their conscience (“seared it with a hot iron” - 1 Tim. 4:2) by failing to resist Satan’s
temptations (James 4:7), that they can no longer blush about their wickedness. 
 

Perhaps you’ve heard some folks brag about their sophistication by saying something like, “I don’t
blush easily!” Evidently, from what is said in Jeremiah, God doesn’t think that’s something you ought
to brag about. Indeed, as said elsewhere in the Scriptures, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty
spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). 

 The point is, we should be embarrassed about transgressing God’s law, like Adam and Eve were in

the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:8-10). When they ate of the forbidden tree, they shattered their innocence
and were ashamed of their sin. Sadly, we live in a culture today which prides itself on being so tolerant
of sin (“so hip,” or maybe “so woke” are the words used today), it is often the case that we can no
longer “blush.” For example,  one group thinks it’s  just  fine to murder babies in the womb and to
support the homosexual agenda, while the other side of the aisle sees little wrong with adultery or
lying. The unvarnished truth is God’s Word says all sin will cause you to be spiritually lost (1 Cor. 6:9-
19). Give it some prayerful thought and you might actually turn red, which is not necessarily a bad
thing!                                                                                                                           (…to be continued)
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