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A Culture Which Cannot Blush (#1) 

Twice in the book of Jeremiah (6:15 & 8:12), it is said of God’s people that they had become so

entangled in sin they no longer had a conscience which would cause them to be ashamed and 
blush about their abominations. Both verses say the same thing. “Were they ashamed when they had
committed abomination? Nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore they
shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall be cast down, saith the LORD.”
In the context God issues a stern warning. To paraphrase He said, I will deliver you into the bondage
of your enemies if you don’t wake up and repent of your wickedness. The amazing thing is that God
offers mercy and grace, if they will only repent and seek His forgiveness and obey His commands.

There are some classic texts concerning this matter in the first eight chapters. Read them and you
will be struck by how similar the description fits America in our present-day culture. Following
are just a smattering of texts to help you get the sense of what the Lord is saying about Judah’s
entanglement in sin. We see the root of their problem in chapter 6, verse 10, where the Bible says,
“the word of the LORD is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it.” They were guilty of
lying, theft, murder adultery, perjury and idolatry, just to name a few of their sins against God and
their fellowman (7:8-9). Can you believe they had the audacity to, “come and stand before me in
this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these abominations”
(7:10)? They also said, “Peace, peace; when there is no peace” (6:14 & 8:11). In other words, they
deluded themselves into thinking everything was “hunky-dory,” but God thought otherwise.
 

Despite their gross spiritual negligence and sin, God, because of His compassion and long-

suffering nature, astonishingly offered them mercy and pardon, if they would only repent and 
follow His commandments. In light of their debauchery and rebellion, almost beyond comprehension
is the Lord’s kind offer, “Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls” (6:16a). Also, “Thus saith the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel, amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place”
(7:3). Sadly, they callously responded, “We will not walk therein” (6:16b).             (…to be continued) 
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