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"So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love."

                                                  ...1 Corinthians 13:13 (ESV) 

ou  well  know  that  I  like  to  select  a  "motto"  for  the  New  Year  emphasizing  some  aspect  of
Christianity and spiritual living. In several past years, I've hosted a little contest to see who can

become the Poet Laureate of  Oak Grove, but this year an anonymous submitter has beat you to it!
Personally, I like the rhyming mottos and I doubt anyone can beat the one that heads this article. If you
think you can, then start getting ready now for being an early submitter for 2021.
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Since you hopefully also know that I desire only to accomplish what Christ has authorized us to do in
His name (Col. 3:17), I suppose some justification for my "motto habit" might be apropos.  There's an
old "chimney corner scripture" which opines, "If you aim at nothing you will hit  it!"  Meaning, of
course, that if we don't set some goals, we will never accomplish anything.  Of course "chimney corner
Scriptures," though often widely-known and well-remembered, do not authorize anything. However,
the Bible does say quite a bit about setting big goals.

Because our God is capable of big things it should not be surprising He intends for His people to have and
accomplish great goals for His honor and glory (1 Cor. 10:31, Phil. 2:11). When we set goals for ourselves
which leave room for God's assistance, we should not be surprised when we succeed exceedingly (Eph.
1:19, 3:20). Solomon exhorted God's people, "Whatsoever thy hand finds to do, do it with thy might; for
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest."

Just a thought or three about faith, hope and love - three non-miraculous "gifts" which should be found
"aplenty" (in abundance) in every Christian. "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen" (Heb. 11:1). It comes from hearing the Word of God (Rms. 10:17). Without faith we
cannot possibly be pleasing in God's sight (Heb. 11:6). Indeed, faith is the victory which overcomes the
world (1 Jn. 5:4).

ikewise Christians are to "rejoice in hope" (Rms. 5:2). Paul said we're, "saved by hope" (Rms. 8:24).
Again, like faith, our comforting hope comes from the Scriptures (Rms. 15:4), which leads to our

"rejoicing in hope" (Rms. 12:12). Finally, is there any doubt that we should strive to practice love as our
prime  motivation  (1  Cor.  13:1-13)?  We'll  have  more  to  say about  all  three  of  these  great  spiritual
attributes in coming articles and sermons. May God help us to develop these gifts as Christians!          
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