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Tending Your Spiritual Garden

Many years ago we determined to plant a garden not only for the vegetables we might harvest, but primarily

as a learning experience for our young children. When our youngest said he wanted to plant “corn on the cob;
none of that stuff you eat with a spoon,” I knew it was going to be worth all the labor! Our main problem was we
were gone for three whole weeks that summer to attend two Bible camp sessions and for a week of vacation. You
might guess all three times it was at the peak of harvest for most of our crops. A preacher friend of mine who
lived nearby was invited to help himself to the beans, corn, okra, potatoes and watermelons, whenever we were
out-of-town. He made out like a bandit and told me several times afterwards that we ought to plant a garden
every summer! 
 

Just about the last straw for me was when I came back from one of our trips only to find my biggest watermelon
missing from its well-watched spot on my row. Yes, it had finished ripening while I was away, and my “former”
friend told me it had been delicious! I thought about that story of the farmer who was plagued by kids who were
stealing his watermelons, so he painted a sign which said, “WARNING – there is 1 poison watermelon in this
field.” However, his glee was short-lived when he went to the field the following day only to find that someone
had painted through the #1 on his sign and replaced it with the #2 and added an “s” to the word watermelon! 
 

Is there a spiritual lesson to be learned here? I think there is. Gardens, either physical or spiritual require a lot of
effort and work. However, unless you keep at it constantly there may not be much of a harvest. Like I said in my
first article a couple of weeks ago, if you don’t continue to cultivate, weed, and nurture your spiritual garden it
will revert back to its wild, original, non-productive state. 
  

One last thought occurs to me in the parable of the garden. There is no such thing as a retired gardener in the
Lord’s service. In fact, isn’t it interesting, that when people retire from their profession, a very common practice
for them is to spend more time gardening? Shouldn’t that be true of our spiritual gardens as well? If we want the
crown of eternal life, we must faithfully serve as good stewards in the Lord’s garden, according to our health and
talents, right up to the day we die (Rev. 2:10). 

So, while you’re working on your yard, your flower beds, and your vegetable garden this summer, don’t

neglect the most important garden of all. Remember to constantly tend your spiritual garden and someday you
will reap a bountiful harvest, if you faint not (Gal. 6:7-9).                 
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