
 
 

The Oak Grove Oracle 
(Family News & Views of the Oak Grove Church of Christ) 

 

Meeting Weekly At Our Building Located At: 
14 CR 3240, at the intersection of FM 1402 N. (Mailing Address: P.O. Box 523), Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455, (903) 572-0859 

 

Church Website: www.churchofchristatoakgrove.com or, www.ogcoc.net 
David A. McCain, Gospel Preacher & Bulletin Editor, (903)  285-1756 (M) 

 

Volume VII ..................................... Sunday, November 17, 2019 ......................................... Number 41 

 
 
 

Ripples On A Pond (#2) 
 

ike a rock thrown in a pond causes ripples on the surface,  just so our words 
and actions 

 influence those around us for either good or evil. Sadly, sometimes humans think 
we can sin in secret so no one is affected by our sin except for us. However, the 
Bible warns, "be sure your sin will find you out" (Nub. 32:23). The Bible is filled 
with sad stories which reflect upon these ripples of hurt and harm our actions often 
cause others. 
 
Every parent understands this ripple principle. A loving parent wants their children 
to make good choices. It is clear though, that every human being is created by God 
a free will agent (Rev. 22:17). We can decide for ourselves whether to do right or 
wrong. However, don't think for a minute that your choices will not impact the 
lives of others. The ungodly decisions, choices and actions of an unruly child can 
break the heart of a godly parent. Remember David's lament over the death of his 
son Absalom (2 Sam. 18:33). Knowing that his own sin negatively impacted the 
life of Absalom (2 Sam. 12:5-12), David wishes he were dead instead of Absalom. 
What a heart-rending example of this ripple principle, twice over. 
 
Sometimes our words and actions hurt most the ones we love the most. I suppose 
that is the nature of love. When the trust of love is broken, like a boulder thrown in 
a pond with a thud, the ripples can become tidal waves of hurt and heartache. 
Loving spouses and innocent little children often get swept up in the bitter carnage 
and destruction. 
 

efore you chunk rocks toward the center of the life's pond stop to ponder the 
consequences. Who else is going to be affected when the knowledge of my 

actions becomes public? If I throw caution to the wind, can I be assured my words 
and deeds are not going to hurt another precious soul and ultimately come back to 
haunt me? Before you jump into the deep end of the pond with a ker-splash, you 
might want to first consider whether you can swim. Before you text or tweet you 
might do well to think carefully about the ultimate outcome of your outrage (Ps. 
141:3). May God help us to think seriously and spiritually about the ripples we 
cause by our attitudes, speech and actions. 
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