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Unsocial Media - Tweet, Tweet, Tweet 
ateful gossip, vengeful vulgarities, divisive accusations and belligerent bullying often characterize today's 
texts and tweets. It's called "social media," but sometimes it seems to me to be more anti-social than 
sociable. By definition "social media" is anyone of a myriad of the new media platforms invented for 
sharing "communication" in our electronically "wired" world. The names Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and Snapchat come to mind, although I'm sure there are many more.  
It sometimes amazes me to see the word "communication" associated with this modern-day electronic 
phenomenon. Perhaps you've seen two people sitting together in a booth at McDonalds, with their eyes 
and thumbs glued to their smart-phones, as they "communicate" with one another on one of the social 
media platforms, without ever opening their mouths to utter a word. OK, I freely admit I'm an old fogey, 
and would rather just talk. To me communication is better defined as two people looking at one another, 
reading body language, as well as carefully listening to and considering the words which come out of one 
another's mouths.  
Nevertheless, for the point of my article today I will stipulate that in our modern world social 
communication is a form of using "written words" to convey thoughts and to share facts and opinions 
with others. That being the case, Jesus had something to say about how careful we ought to be with such 
communication. In talking about guarding our communication to make sure it is of a wholesome nature, 
Jesus said, "O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good 
things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I say unto you, That every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" (Mt. 12:34-37).  
n our world today, at least in our society, you are basically free to text or "tweet" whatever is on your 
mind, and conditions of modesty, civility and decency be hanged. However, that does not mean it is 
spiritually edifying for a child of God to do so. The "rocking Robin" may "tweet, tweet, tweet" without a 
thought, but the concerned Christian will give earnest deliberation to whether or not what is said is 
encouraging or destructive. The psalmist penned, "Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door 
of my lips." The Apostle Paul enjoined, "Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye 
may know how ye ought to answer every man" (Col. 4:6). May God help us to stifle the urge to text or 
tweet with abandon, without any thought for what might be graciously edifying (Eph. 4:29).  
David A. McCain 

    
           

 

       
                     

 

     
            

 

          
 


