
The Preparation Dilemma
hat are you prepared to do? How much preparation have you made? Are you prepared to pay the
price?  Have  you  prepared  for  every  contingency?  All  of  us  have  asked  and  answered  these

questions many times. The answers are always important and sometimes critical.
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Our first encounters with the preparation quiz were probably in the fields of academics and sports. You do
remember what you said, don’t you, when you came to the realization that preparation was crucial to
success? “If only I had studied more, I could have made a better grade.” “Why did I wait until the last
minute to start on this research paper?” “If only I had spent more time practicing, we could have won.”

Nearly every day, we struggle with the preparation dilemma. We deal with it in business, the home, and the
church. It affects us as individuals, as spouses, as parents, as children, and as brethren. Now the questions
haunt  us,  because it’s  not  grades  or trophies,  but life,  which hangs in  the balance.  “Am I  ready for
marriage?”  “Do I have what it takes to handle this job?” “Am I mature enough to be a good parent?”
“Have I weighed all the options, covered all the bases, and prepared for results of this decision?” Tough
questions! Hard decisions! The choices aren’t easy; the answers aren’t always simple to find.

Sadly, in making preparation for all the important events of life, we often overlook the most pressing
preparation  priority  --  eternity!  While  building  our  beautiful  bungalows,  establishing  our  earthly
empires, and funding our financial futures, we must not forget, life here on this earth is only temporary.
As the old song says, “this world is not my home, I’m just  a passing through!” That’s why Jesus
warned, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also” (Mt. 6:19-21).

oes  that  mean we can’t  ever  enjoy any of  the finer  things  in  life?  Absolutely not!  Paul  wrote,
“Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches,

but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in
good works, ...laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they
may lay hold on eternal life (I Tim. 6:17-19). God wants us to be happy and to enjoy life, but He wants
us to put our trust in Him, not earthly things. He then asks us to share our happiness by using His
blessings to  help others  and glorify His  name.  Thus,  because of His grace through Christ,  and in
obedience to His will, by doing good, and keeping our eyes fixed on heaven, we can be abundantly
prepared for eternity!                                                                                David A. McCain
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