
The Devil's Discouragement
ast Wednesday, brother James Davis prayed a heart-felt and thought-provoking prayer. In the course
of that prayer, he prayed for me personally. I always appreciate brethren remembering me and my

family in both their public and private prayers. However, the fact that he mentioned my name and asked for
specific blessings upon me is not the only reason I appreciated his prayer. Rather, something he said made a
point  all  of  us  need to  think  about  spiritually.  Thank you,  James for  asking God to  not  let  me get
discouraged, or to quit doing what I'm supposed to do as a minister of the Gospel.
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I suppose discouragement is one of Satan's best allies in tripping up faithful children of God. We must always
remember God has promised our faithful work as Christians will eventually be productive, if we will just keep at
it. The Apostle Paul wrote we will eventually see results, if we will faithfully sow the seed, restore the fallen, and
reach out to others in a benevolent fashion. He also warned that the only hitch to successful church work is the
tendency for us to become discouraged and quit before the harvest, when he said, "And let us not grow weary in
well doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:7-9).

One  great  problem  we  face  in  the  Lord’s  church  is  "faintheartedness."  When  problems,  trials,
personality clashes, or discouragement of any kind set us back, the tendency for many brethren is to
become depressed and to want to quit. It is so easy to "grow weary in well doing," to wonder "what’s
the use," to become despondent, and finally to decide there is no profit in trying any longer.

Most of us enter the Christian race with excitement and zeal, determined to give our all to Jesus. Most local
congregations are conceived under the same aura of enthusiasm and dedication, where great goals are aimed
for, and where plans are made to let no obstacle hinder the way to progress. Likewise, most church work
programs are begun with a great deal of fanfare. In the early stages, excitement fills the air and volunteer
interest is high. But, then something happens. The newness and excitement begins to wear off. The interest
begins to fade and wane. The zealous new convert becomes the complacent old Christian. The exciting,
vibrant, growing, new congregation, becomes the stagnant "house-keeping" church. The thrilling, new church
work program, becomes just so much drudgery; just plain, old, hard, unheralded work.

hen the going gets tough, many decide to throw up their hands, throw in the towel, and quit.
However, we must not quit! We cannot afford to quit, for harvest time will be just around the

corner. Like they say in the military, "when the going gets tough, the tough get going." That's also true
in the spiritual realm. The old adage, "quitters never win," applies to the Lord’s work, as much as it
does to any other aspect of life. So, as brother James prayed, "help us Lord to keep on keeping on!"
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