
Fervent & Righteous Prayer Is Effective
 

ames 5:16 unequivocally says, "...the effectual  fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." No
ifs, ands, or buts about that statement. Prayer connects us to the throne room of Almighty God, and

He listens attentively when His faithful children pour out their hearts to Him in fervent prayer.
JJ
I grew up in the Lord's church. During my lifetime I've heard hundreds, if not thousands of prayers
offered to the God of Heaven, through the name of His beloved Son, Jesus the Christ. It has been my
privilege, to hear some of the best and brightest of faithful elders, deacons, preachers, missionaries, and
other Godly men lead public prayers. Don't get me wrong! I've also been truly fortunate to hear rough oil
field workers and weathered ranch hands pour out their humble petitions to God from contrite hearts.
With breaking voices as they choked back tears, I've listened to them humbly confess their sins to our
gracious Father (read Luke 18:9-14 to see a Biblical picture of this very thing unfold).

In times of foreign conflict when American soldiers were in harm's way, I've had my own heart wrung out
like a wet dish rag to hear seasoned veterans of foreign wars plead with God for His protection of our
Defenders, even as they humbly begged God for PEACE. Truly,  no one longs for peace more than
someone who has risked his life to protect it, while experiencing firsthand the horrors of war. Finally, I've
had the honor of hearing little boys at Bible camp pour out their pure and innocent hearts to God, so that
when their prayers were concluded, there was not a dry eye in the house.

I believe you can tell a lot about a man's heart when you listen to him pray. Prayer is not about education,
diction, vocabulary, social or economic standing, nor flowery words. It is not about length or brevity.
Righteous prayer is about meekly falling on our face before God, and fervently pouring out our humble
hearts to Him with our daily requests for His divine aid in every aspect of our lives. I think King David of
old likely said it best, when he penned the "Penitent Psalm." He wrote, "For thou desirest not sacrifice;
else would I give it; thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken  spirit: a
broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise" (Psalm 51:16-17, KJV).

rethren, one of the things I love about being a part of the  Oak Grove congregation, is the fervent,
heartfelt prayers we are privileged to hear led in our worship services. I have actually "bragged" to others

about the men here at Oak Grove who spend time preparing themselves to lead us in prayer. We spend time
preparing for other important things, why not prayer? When I get sick or otherwise find myself in need of
fervent, righteous, heartfelt prayer,  I hope the godly men (and women) of "OG" will pray for me because I
truly believe that fervent and righteous prayer is effective. I hope YOU do too!
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