
What's Next For Oak Grove?
(Are YOU willing to continue being used by God for His glory and honor?)

ll right, so you're worn out from all the work of recent weeks, which culminated last week in our
wonderful  Gospel Meeting with brother Jason Rollo. So, get some much deserved rest this week.

Remember, even Jesus had to rest occasionally (see Mk. 4:38). By the way, Jason made it safely back
home about midnight last Wednesday, and then made it on to Cleburne the next day, where he was
scheduled to perform the ceremony for his son's wedding on Friday. I hope he tied that "knot" real
tight, because he was joining his and B.J.'s son, Jackson to Janice's second cousin, Kate Hanson. If
he accomplished that task, the way I figure it,  Jason and I are now related, as "cousins-in-law, by
marriage, twice removed!" And, after the inspiring preaching he did at our meeting, I will definitely
claim him!
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I realize we are now in "recovery mode" at  Oak Grove, as we try to regroup following the intensive
spiritual effort of our great Gospel Meeting effort. It is certainly good for us to "push" ourselves from
time to time to accomplish great things for the glory of our great God! Sadly, we sometimes forget that
our God is great, and can accomplish big things when His people willingly offer themselves as His
servants to accomplish His will and work.

Of course, coming down from the "mountain top" of a big spiritual effort is difficult. Human beings like
the excitement of great things. The "adrenalin rush" of big events feels good, especially in the spiritual
realm. But, when it is all done, over, completed, and past, it is easy to feel tired, washed out, or even a
little "depressed" because we no longer feel the "euphoria" of the big event.  However,  it  is  "in the
trenches" of daily spiritual warfare that we really grow "strong in the Lord and in the power of His might"
(Eph. 6:10). We need to remember, God will be our "Helper" in the valleys just like He is when we are
marching on the tops of the mountains in His name (so says Psalm 23:4, Hebrews 13:5-6). 

he spiritual mountain tops are truly a great place to walk and "see" the view of heaven. It's a "foretaste
of glory divine," as I heard someone say last week about the great singing and preaching we enjoyed

during our meeting.  We need to remember, though, because of Who God is, with just a little effort on our
part, we can walk on the tops of those great spiritual mountains anytime we want to do so, just so long as
we are willing to put a little effort into serving God. Sometimes, Christians may think, "well I wish I
could do great things for God, like Moses, or Sarah, or Paul, or Mary, etc., etc., but I'm not big enough,
strong enough, talented enough, or whatever..., to do GREAT things for God."
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Brethren, do you realize the great characters of the Bible were humans just like us? They had the same
weaknesses, fears, illnesses, and heartaches that we do. They weren't super men or women. They were
"people" just like you and me. Stumbling, bumbling, fumbling, old bags of clay is all they were, just
like us, because that's all God has ever had, since the beginning of time, to use in forming His army of
spiritual soldiers. The difference, in the "great" characters of the Bible and the "average bears" is that
they were willing to be used by God to do His bidding.
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Are you willing to present yourself to God as His instrument for righteousness? Please realize it's a 24/7
commitment.  When you confess Christ as Lord, and obey the Gospel to become a Christian, it means you
will come to His beck and call any and every time He needs your hands, your feet, your mouth to do His
bidding. The great benefit of our faithful service to Him is His promise - "Call unto me, and I will answer you,
and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know" (Jeremiah 33:3).
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