
Welcome VisitorsWelcome Visitors

welcome from the membership of the  Oak Grove church of Christ to all of our visitors this week at our
Summer Gospel Meeting, 2019 edition.  Thank you for honoring us and God with your presence today! We
hope to have many of our beloved friends, neighbors and associates visit with us this week during this special
series of Gospel sermons.  Brother  Jason Rollo, our visiting evangelist, from Bryan, TX,  will be with us
today through Wed.,  Aug. 4-7, to preach the  "Good News" concerning the salvation which is "In Christ
Alone" (Acts 4:12).

Is it hot enough for you?  We picked the hottest month of the year for our meeting in hopes that we can
motivate folks to think about not making hell YOUR eternal dwelling place!  Hopefully, you realize none of
us are absolutely destined to end up in that awful place of unending torment "...where their worm does not
die and the fire is not quenched..." (see Mark 9:42-48).  Unless that's where you want to die eternally (perish
the thought; read 2 Thess. 1:7-9), you can avoid the eternal anguish of HELL.  

Did you know  HELL was not originally made for mankind?  Rather, it  was "prepared as a place of
eternal punishment for the devil and his angels," so says Matthew 25:41.  It is only by our own default on
the eternal plan of the ages, that we will be consigned to that hapless place of weeping, wailing and
gnashing of teeth (Mt. 13:42 & 25:30).  It is only because we neglect the great salvation offered us "In
Christ Alone,"  by means of Jesus' precious blood (Hebrews 2:1-3, Ephesians 1:3-7), that  HELL,  that
fiery place of everlasting torment will end up being our eternal home.

Friends and neighbors,  hell  does  not  have  to  be  your  endless  abode.   Because  of  Jesus'  sacrifice at
Calvary you can escape the perpetual punishment  prepared for Satan and his cohorts.   You can live
forever with God in that beautiful place called HEAVEN, which is said to be so beautiful it's  "...prepared
like a bride adorned for her husband" (Revelation 21:2).  After the final Judgment of God (Hebrews 9:27)
your eternal epitaph can be heard from the lips of the Savior, "well done good and faithful servant..., enter
into the joy of your master" (Matthew 25:23)!  

The theme for our  Gospel Meeting is taken from the powerful song: "In Christ Alone."  Brother  Jason
Rollo has driven all the way from BCS, to share with us six soul-stirring, life-changing Biblical messages on
Jesus, the Christ. Truly, no one ever spoke like Jesus (John 7:46).  That great worship hymn from which we
get our theme title, says our spiritual hope is in Christ alone. Won't you come for every session of our meeting
and be astonished at the teaching of Jesus (Mt. 7:28-29)?  We think you'll be glad you  did!

David A. McCain
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"I

Shall Not Want...for Confident Courage and Companionship"
By Jason Rollo

Death! The very word strikes fear into millions. As an atheist once said, “I fear the land of the shadows.” The
Hebrews writer, speaking of death, referenced mankind (before Christ) as those “…who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage.” We’ve all seen “the sting of death” (1 Cor. 15:56). Yes, when man thinks of
“walk[ing] through the valley of the shadow of death,” he generally recoils with anxiety and trepidation.

But this is NOT so for the faithful child of God. While, obviously any mortal should realize his minuteness and
dependence when facing death’s cold howl, we understand that there is hope beyond the grave (Heb. 6:19). Paul’s
trust was such that he said he had “a desire to depart, and to be with Christ” (Philip. 1:23). Regarding death, he
uttered, “I am ready” (2 Tim. 4:6). In 1 Thessalonians 4:13, Paul noted, “But I would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.” Notice, he
said that we (i.e., those IN Christ, vs. 14, 16) are NOT “as others which have no hope.” Thus, those IN CHRIST do
have hope! We have confidence in our death. In fact, this is so much the case that Paul would end this same section
(dealing with death and the Lord’s second coming) with the words, “Wherefore comfort one another with these
words” (vs. 18). Comfort? Connected with death? Yes!

In Psalm 23, we find the most piercing and wonderful phrase, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me...” (vs. 4). Consider this phrase, as it relates to
our confident courage and companionship with the Lord. A study of Psalm 23 will certainly lead one to
think of Jesus (cf., John 10) and his connection as the Shepherd among His sheep. Jesus, the true shepherd,
loves His sheep, protects His sheep, comforts His sheep and even was willing to face death for His sheep.
Actually, Jesus, through the grace of God “tasted death for every man” (Heb. 2:9). That is, Jesus died for all
and offers salvation for all (1 Jn. 2:1-2). Yet, only those that partake of that offer and obey the gospel are
counted among His sheep (2 Thes. 1:8, Heb. 5:9). As Jesus made clear, “My sheep hear My voice, and I
know them, and they FOLLOW Me” (John 10:27). 

This brings us full circle. Why is it that the psalmist, when considering the Lord as our Shepherd could say, “Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil?” How could he have such courage and
confidence? Surely, a sheep walking through a lonely and dark valley would be afraid! Wild dogs and wolves must be
lurking near. Dangerous cliffs should cause concern. How could sheep possibly walk through such a valley with
danger and death ever creeping close with each step? And yet all the while the thought being, “I will fear no evil.”
Can this be? Again, we answer, “YES!” The reason is given in the same verse, namely “for Thou are with me.”
Consider the power of this short statement. When a sheep follows its shepherd—complete confidence and trust are
connected therewith. The sheep KNOW that the shepherd is there “with them”—they are NOT alone! Similarly,
Christians should face death’s cold and chilling hand, “fearing no evil.” Members of the church should not face death
with worry or fear about calamity, disaster or punishment. Instead, they must realize that on the other side of the
Jordan of death, there is rest, peace and fellowship with the Shepherd (Philip. 1:23b). As one unknown source so
beautifully put it, “The believer does not quicken his pace when he comes to the end of his earthly sojourn. He is still
calm; he is still under the control of His God. In fact, often the last days of the Christian are the most peaceful in his
whole career; the mountain is bleak and bare, but the valley is rich with golden sheaves, and many a saint has reaped
more joy and knowledge when he came to die than he ever knew while he lived.” If you are a faithful member of the
Lord’s church, then face your valley of death with confident courage. You have a companion (a true friend) in that
moment. The Lord will lead you through the valley!
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