
A Great First ImpressionA Great First Impression
ll of us have most likely heard the old adage, "you never get a second chance to make a first impression!"
That's certainly true congregationally. A visitor happens by to attend one of our services. Whether or not they
ever darken the door again will to a great degree depend on what kind of first impression we make on them.

Will they find us warm and friendly, or as cold as ice? Will they observe our worship and devotion and discover a
faithful, dedicated, on-fire, spiritually life-filled church, or a church that is just waiting for the last nail in the coffin,
before being permanently laid to rest?
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As you contemplate an honest answer, please think about the part you play in creating the "first impression" our
visitors get upon visiting one of our services. As you do so, please realize there are two characteristics, which are
critical in assessing whether or not we make the kind of first impression with others the Lord wants us to make.

 The first characteristic that should concern us is doctrinal purity. It doesn't take long for a visitor to discover
whether they've found a doctrinally sound congregation, or an apostate church. Hopefully, any visitor who
visits Oak Grove can listen to our Bible classes and sermons, and observe our worship to quickly see we are a
congregation striving to teach and practice God's Word (I Tim. 3:15), in the context of the authority of the
New Tesament.

 The other crucial characteristic is an atmosphere of love, which must permeate the church, if we want people
to come back and visit us again. Like doctrinal purity, this too is a critical factor in the Lord's sight, for an
unloving church is not the Lord's church, even though the sign over the door reads, "the church of Christ
meets here." Jesus said, "By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another"
(Jn. 13:35). Again, it doesn't take folks long to figure out if they've found a loving church. A loving church is
a friendly church. Handshakes and hugs abound. Visitors get the V.I.P. treatment in being welcomed and
shown to the proper classes, invited to sit with us, invited out for a meal, and shown every kindness we can
think of to make them feel welcome and at home with us.

o be "the Lord's people," we must certainly believe, teach, and practice the Truth, the whole Truth,  and
nothing but the Truth. Without a doubt, doctrinal purity is a critical element in determining whether or
not the Lord would claim us as a faithful congregation of His people.  T

Indeed, may we always make every effort to be true to God's Word, and faithful in work and worship. At the
same time, may we always remember a big part of the doctrine of Christ, is to be guided by an attitude of love
(Mt. 22:37-40, I Cor. 13:1-7). Ephesians 4:2-3, & 15 admonishes us to, "With all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,"
and to "speak the truth in love," even as Galatians 5:15 warns us, "But if ye bite and devour one another, take
heed that ye be not consumed one of another."

Brethren, I am thankful for the fact that the Oak Grove congregation is a faithful, loving church, which comes
together to worship God in spirit and in truth, and to show our gratitude for His love, by loving each other like
Christians should. The buzz of visiting and fellowship at our services shows you really care about your brethren,
which is what God intended for His people. Of course, while we are visiting with our brethren before and after
all of our services, let us ever be mindful of our visitors, making sure we always give them a warm welcome and
shower them with love, so they will leave here with "a great first impression!"
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