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I am sure most of us are aware of the prohibition Christ placed on the use of the work "fool" as a label
of disdain for our brethren (Mt. 5:22). Certainly, a part of His reasoning in prohibiting such language,
must have been because of our inability to fairly and accurately judge another human being's intellect,
motives, and intentions (Mt. 7:1).

In regard to the Lord's prohibition of using the appellative "fool" to describe a brother, someone once
asked me. "Why is it that God calls some men fools when His Word prohibits us from doing so?" I
think the answer is obvious. God is capable of fair and accurately judging the thoughts and intentions
of a man' heart, and therefore knows exactly who is, and who s not, a fool. Since God's Word does refer
to  certain  types  of  people  as  fools  perhaps  it  would  be  good  for  us  to  note  these  categories  of
foolishness, so that we might avoid being thought a fool by God.

First, there is the  atheistic fool.  In Psalms 14:1 we read, "The fool has said in his heart, there is no
God." What a tragedy that  many in our world today, through their atheism refuse to acknowledge God
who was, is, and is to come. At the day of judgment they will all confess Him (Rm. 14:11-12), but it
will be everlastingly too late. 

Second, there is the egotistical fool. This would be like the rich fool in Luke 12:15-20. He thought that
he could take care and provide all his own wants and needs and leave God out of the planning but God
thought otherwise. Another example of this is found in Rom. 1:21-23, those who were worldly wise
and full of pride and had no need for God. 

The last category of foolishness is  the disobedient fool, mentioned in Matt. 7:21-27. This is the story
of the wise and foolish builders. Jesus divided humanity into only two classes: those who heard and
obeyed  and  those  who  hear  and  refuse  to  obey.  It  is  foolish  not  to  build  our  lives  on  the  solid
foundation, which is Jesus Christ.

God calls all of these folks fools. What does he call you? When it comes your time to quit the walks of
this life, what would be better to be thought a fool by God, or to be thought a fool for Christ sake by the
world?  Paul  thought  the  latter  would  be  a  nobler  end  (I  Cor.  4:10).  What  do  you  think?  More
importantly, what does God think about you?  
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