
    

The Power Of AttitudeThe Power Of Attitude
(Editor's Note: We are currently involved in a "mini-series" of sermons, in our AM Worship time on the Lord's Day. This
series is exploring the first section of our Savior's monumental mountaintop message {sometimes called the "Sermon on the
Mount" - Matthew 5, 6 & 7}. Specifically, we want to explore in-depth the great foundational spiritual lessons contained in the
sermon's introduction, called the  "Beatitudes." These characteristics or prerequisites of Christian living show us the critical
nature of attitude, if we would be members of the kingdom of God, the church which Jesus built, Matthew 5:3-12. I hope you
enjoy and profit spiritually from these lessons.)

eople who believe in themselves, or in some cause, often accomplish great things which leave their
detractors amazed. For instance, scoffers told the Wright brothers that if God had meant for man to

fly, He would have given us wings.  However, thanks to the positive attitudes of men like the Wright
brothers, who weren’t afraid to try the “impossible,” air travel has become as common today as horse
and buggy travel was in years gone by.
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From the very beginning of time, mankind has divided itself into two classes of people: the “nay-sayers”
and the “possibility thinkers.”  Like ten of the twelve spies, who reported to Moses after spying out the land
of Canaan, some faithless men see only the giants in their seemingly impregnable walled cities.  Thank
God, however, sometimes other men arise, like Joshua and Caleb, who, through the eye of faith, can see
those walls come tumbling down (Num. 13-14).

Hopefully, all of us realize that a person, or group of people, who think they are going to fail will more
than likely do just  that.  Their  “down-in-the-dumps” outlook on life,  and their  “gloom and doom”
philosophy will become a self-fulfilling prophecy more times than not.  However, those who think they
can succeed in life, usually will!

urely most of us remember the childhood story of the little train with the big load who faced each
new hill with the “I think I can” philosophy.  The moral of the story is that positive thinking can

accomplish great things in life.  Possibility thinkers face setbacks and failures just like the nay-sayers,
but they don't allow discouragement to keep them from trying again.  They believe in what they are
doing so strongly, they view failure merely as a narrowing of the field of possibilities, which helps to
point them towards the final solution.  Norman Vincent Peale dubbed this attitude, “The Power Of
Positive Thinking!”God calls this attitude “faith.”  Like the power of positive thinking, faith says, “I
think I can!” Unlike positive thinking though, faith is not nearly so much belief in your own inherent
ability, as it is belief in the power and ability of God, to work through you to accomplish His purposes. As
Paul wrote, “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).
Or, as the giant slayer, David proclaimed, “And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not
with sword and spear: for the battle is the Lord's...” (I Sam. 17:47). Neither is this faith based on blind
luck, nor the random chances of probability, but rather on the absolute evidence of truth presented to us in
God's Holy Word (Heb. 11:1).Jesus was a possibility thinker.  His mission was to bring salvation to a lost
and dying world. He chose to let the world know about that salvation through the Gospel, and by “the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (I Cor. 1:21).                                    (Continued p. 2)
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e chose just twelve men to help Him accomplish His mission.  Who would have thought that only
twelve  men  could  “turn  the  world  upside  down”  (Acts  17:6),  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?

Obviously, only someone like Jesus, who had faith in the Gospel as “the power of God unto salvation”
(Rms. 1:16).

HH

Brethren, the Gospel of Christ still contains the power of God, which can turn the world upside down
for Jesus.  It will work right here in Mt. Pleasant, at the Oak Grove congregation of the Lord's church,
just like it worked in Jerusalem, Antioch, and Thessalonica long ago.  All that's needed to unleash the
power is  for God's  people to  say,  “With God's  help,  we are able,  we can do it!”   Away with the
visionless  nay-sayers,  and in  their  place  God give  us  possibility thinkers,  who will  lead  us  on  to
victory! Which kind of person are you, a “nay-sayer,” or a “possibility thinker?”  Think about it!

                                David A. McCain


