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or the last two weeks, our lead  Oracle articles have focused on the word "FORGIVEN," which
many folks think is the most beautiful word in the English language. Thankfully, the Bible declares

that "in Christ" we can be forgiven of every fault, failing and sin (Acts 4:12; Rms. 4:7-8; 1 Cor. 6:11;
Eph. 1:3 & 7; Col. 1:21-23;  and many more proof texts).
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Today we want to take a little different approach to this beautiful word, as we consider not how God
forgives us, but how we need to forgive others. Humility is the key to forgiveness. Without humility,
we cannot accept our mistakes, nor can we accept and forgive the mistakes of others. Selfish pride is
the single biggest block on the road to reconciliation and forgiveness. It all starts with the first step,
wherein  one  sinner  sincerely  says: "Have mercy on me, Oh God, for I
am a sinner" (Lk. 18:13).

Someone  once  said  forgiveness  is relinquishing our right to hurt someone
back.  If  we  do  not  forgive  and  thus continue to "hurt back" those who have
offended us, it is highly likely that the hurting and heartache will go on forever,
without interruption. What we don’t realize is as long as we do not forgive others, we continue to hurt ourselves
worst of all. For you see, hatred or revenge is like acid, and the container of that acid is our heart.

How many so-called "Christians" make themselves and others miserable, because they cannot find a forgiving
spirit in their heart? How many otherwise faithful Christians have jeopardized their soul’s salvation, because they
hold a grudge against a brother or sister who supposedly wronged them? How many "Christians" send themselves
to an early grave and eternal doom, because they are consumed with bitterness, malice, hatred, and wrath?

Brethren,  the Bible makes it  abundantly clear  that  an unforgiving spirit  is  just  as dangerous to us
spiritually as false doctrine or vain worship. In the “Sermon on the Mount,” Jesus taught if we will not
forgive those who have wronged us, then neither will our Heavenly Father forgive our sins (Mt. 6:12-
15). If we are to truly manifest the spirit of Christ in our lives, then we must learn to develop “the grace
of forgiveness” towards others, who have harmed us in some way. 

ext week, Lord willing, we will conclude our little series of articles, as we explore three Biblical reasons
for developing a willing heart in forgiving others who have wronged us in any way. Until then, why not

"let go and let God?" Meaning, why not let go of your malice, hatred, and envy and let God have His
perfect work in you, as you forgive those who have hurt you just like God has forgiven us.
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