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ast week in our lead  Oracle article, I spoke about how the word "FORGIVEN" may well be the most
beautiful word in the English language. Surely, anyone who is concerned about the destiny of his/her eternal

soul is thankful for the love, grace, mercy and forgiveness offered to us in Christ Jesus (Acts 4:12, Rms. 4:7-8; 1
Cor. 6:11; Eph. 1:3 & 7). As sinners, we, who once were "alienated" from God by our sins and shortcomings, are
thankful that we can now have "peace with God by the blood of His cross" (Col. 1:21-23a).
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Even as Christians, we still need the blood of Jesus to keep on reconciling us to God, so we might continue to be
counted by God, not as "worthy" of His love, but as "forgiven" by his love (Rms. 5:8-10). To say we cannot sin as
a "Christian," as if to say somehow sin has been "disinfected" for us, makes a mockery of the seriousness of willful
sin. It also makes us a liar (1 Jn. 1:10), not to mention it puts us in the company of the snooty elder brother in the
parable of the Prodigal. You remember he claimed to have never even once transgressed the commandment of his
father (Lk. 15:29). However, Christ is the only perfectly sinless Son to ever live (1
Pet. 2:21-22).

Sadly, ALL of us "have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God" (Rms. 3:23).
Whether alien sinner or erring child of God, we still need the blood of Jesus to
keep on cleansing us from sin, so we can continue to have fellowship with God and
our brethren (1 Jn. 1:7). The story is told about the one word epitaph, "Forgiven," which is engraved upon a
much-visited tombstone, which marks the grave of an unknown individual buried in a New York city cemetery.
There is no name, no date of birth or death, nothing else other than that single word, "Forgiven." Really, when
you ponder the question, that's the only thing that really matters when you depart this life to cross over into the
great beyond of eternity. Are YOU forgiven?

he wise man Solomon once wrote: "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this  is the whole  duty of man. For God shall bring every work into

judgment, with every secret thing, whether  it be good, or whether  it be evil (Eccl. 12:13-14).  Jesus
always had a way of boiling things down to their lowest common denominator. He summarized what
matters most at death in this way, "For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul? Or, what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Mt. 16:26). Bank accounts,
beauty, brainpower, and brawn will count for nothing at the great Day of Judgment.  After all other
issues  have  been  contemplated  and  considered  the  only  thing  that  really  counts  for  anything  of
significance is how does your soul stand with God? What matters most in life and death is are we living
and dying in the love, mercy and grace of God! Are you FORGIVEN? Think about it!
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