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hat would you say if I asked you to name the most beautiful word in the English language? I'm sure I'd
get many different answers. However, I think it's the word:  “forgiven.” The Apostle Paul once quoted

David, from Psalm 32:1-2, when he wrote, "Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins
are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin" (Rms. 4:7-8).
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Indeed, how "blessed" (or happy) is the man, or woman, to whom God has graciously agreed to "forgive"
(set aside or cover) our sins and "not impute" (or count) our sins against us! You see, the Bible says every
faithful Christian is declared FORGIVEN by Almighty God. Meaning: God has "in Christ" determined He
will not hold your sins against you in the great Day of Judgment. Why that's enough to make even the most
righteous of individuals cry out, "Thank You Lord!" As that grand old hymn by W. W. Walford exclaims,
"...the joy I feel, the bliss I share, ...in seasons of distress and grief my soul has often found relief," thus "I'll
cast on Him my every care, and believe His Word and trust His grace."

Oh, yes, indisputably we are all guilty of sin. There is not an accountable person alive, who has not
transgressed God's law at one time or another. In fact most of us have messed up enough in life to fill an
encyclopedia rack with a listing of our sins. As the Bible declares, "all have sinned" (Rms. 3:23 & 5:12).
But, thankfully, in the blood of Christ our sins can be washed away (1 Cor. 6:11, Heb. 10:22, Rev. 1:5).

Let it be unmistakably known that it is only "in Christ" where we find the forgiveness of our sins and 
His redemption for our souls. As Paul, by inspiration declared:  "Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  ...in 
whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of our sins, according to the riches 
of his grace" (Ephesians 1:3 & 7).
Y
es, "in the name" of Christ we are FORGIVEN, for "neither is there salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved," as Peter once declared
in his sermon to the Sanhedrin Counsel (Acts 4:12). Lord willing, in next week's  Oracle we will see
how Christ's pardon becomes the impetus for the extension of our forgiveness towards others who have
sinned against us. Until then, meditate upon this question:  Am I truly faithful "in Christ" where I am
FORGIVEN?" If not, why not become such today by obedience to His terms of pardon (Jn. 8:24, Lk.
13:3, Mt. 10:32, Mk. 16:16, Rev. 2:10)?
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