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hat fills your cup? What melts your butter? What or WHO is the focus of your life? In other words,
what's your life really all about? Have you thought about it lately? As we muddle through life, it

seems certain we ought to give these questions some serious consideration from time to time.
WW
Jesus once taught us to fill our lives with positive goodness, lest Satan fill us with evil (Luke 11:24-26).
You really don’t have to "work" at being evil to be Satan’s servant. All you have to do is just fail to
work at being good. Jesus said Christianity is more than just spiritual "de-cluttering." It's really more
like "total redecoration" than it is a Saturday Spring-cleaning fling! After driving the evil out of  our
lives, we must not forget to redecorate, lest the evil spirit return with seven more wicked friends.

A little evil befalls all of us from time to time, as we struggle to complete our earthly sojourn. Tragedy strikes.
Persecution rears its ugly head. Trials and tribulations test our mettle. Friends let us down. Brethren say things
that hurt our feelings. Family members betray our commitment and love. So, we work to drive the evil spirit
out. We clean house, we bury the hatchet, and we offer forgiveness to those who have wronged us.

However, we must not fail to redecorate our spiritual house, by replacing the heartache and bitterness
with sweetness, kindness, and love. Sadly, we may have "buried the hatchet," but too often we’ve left
the handle sticking out of the stump. If we're not very careful, it might fester and irritate us to the point
of being a constant reminder of the wrongs we have suffered and the injustices we've had to endure. If
that happens, the evil spirit might return with his seven wicked friends: hatred, jealousy, envy, malice,
strife, pride, and bitterness, and our latter state may well be worse than our first.    

How can we avoid that most unpleasant end? Two Scriptural admonitions come to mind concerning
“spiritual redecoration.” The Bible says, “Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not, rejoice
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. ...Recompense to no man evil for evil. ...If it be
possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves...
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap
coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil,  but overcome evil with good” (Rms. 12:14-21).
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Phil. 4:8).

he only way to overcome evil, is to fill every nook and cranny of our being with positive goodness
(Romans 12:18-21). The choice is truly yours. Why not determine to let goodness win!TT
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