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s announced in last week's  Oracle, the renowned panel of judges carefully deliberated upon the various
submissions for our "2019 Spiritual Goal Motto." Each then voted to select the top three contenders. They

were asked to select a motto which would motivate and encourage us to "press on the upward way," as we
strive to reach the "higher plane of heaven's ground" in 2019. I then tabulated their responses to arrive at the
winner of our friendly little "catch phrase" competition, to "push us" to stretch ourselves and do more in the
Lord's service in 2019 than ever before. To that end, let's concentrate today on what has been chosen to help us
focus on doing greater things for Christ and His church during the calendar year of 2019.
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First of all, our motto reminds us that everything we do in this world should center on glorifying  Christ.
Remember, we are members of the  church of Christ (Romans 16:16); the  ONE He promised to build
(Matthew 16:18); the church over which Christ is the head (Eph. 1:22-23, Col. 1:18). We are members of His
body and should defer to Him as the "preeminent head" (leader, ruler, guide) of His earthly and heavenly
organization (again see Col. 1:18). Thus, this year let us lift up  Christ in our lives. As the Apostle Paul so
beautifully penned, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me"
(Galatians 2:20). What a goal to strive for - to forget ourselves and remember only  Christ Jesus. To hide
ourselves behind (or "in the shadow of") His cross, to the point where we cease to exist, so Christ can live in
and through us. Let pride and selfishness be banished from our lives as we focus only on Jesus (Lk. 9:23-24).

Secondly, the motto reminds us to be busy in the Lord's work. If Christ is to be SEEN in our lives, it will be
because we are busy letting His light shine through our daily endeavors. In His great "Mountaintop Message,"
Jesus said, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). What a goal to strive for - to let everything we think, say and do reflect the very
image of Christ Jesus in us. Can Jesus be seen in your life in 2019? Will we bring glory and honor to His name, and
the name of His Father, or will our lives bring only shame, reproach and despair? Let us strive to be like a spiritual
mirror and reflect the perfect image of Christ Jesus in our daily "walk" with Him (Rms. 8:29, Col. 3:17).           
         

inally, our motto reminds us that we will not live forever on this earth, so, if we are going to do something
significant for Christ, we best do it TODAY (2 Cor. 6:2, Heb. 3:12-13), while there is yet time. Oh, the multitude

of verses, and examples and lessons that are packed into the pages of Holy Writ concerning the urgency of acting
upon His teaching  RIGHT NOW. The Bible warns us that we are all headed rapidly toward the grave and
Judgment (Jms. 4:14, Heb. 9:27). Indeed tomorrow may be too late.  2019 is already more than 1/12th gone. Let's
get busy imitating Jesus TODAY!                                                                                                         David A. McCain
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