
And the Winner Is... - Let Christ Be Seen In 2019!And the Winner Is... - Let Christ Be Seen In 2019!
(Editor's Note:  I have some more "Unsung Heroes" of the Bible, I intend to write about in future Oracles.
However, at least for today, I will pause from my little impromptu series of tributes to some of God's more
obscure servants, to announce the winner of the "Oak Grove Name Our Motto" contest, 2019 edition. Let it
be known our judges decisions are final and there will be no complaints accepted from anyone whose
poetic efforts were not selected. And just for the record, let it also be known that every effort was made to
make the process of selecting the winner as fair, impartial, and as secure as is possible in any human
endeavor of this sort. To wit: the judges {three anonymous area preachers}, voted by electronic secret ballot
(e-mail) yesterday; the results were then tabulated last night {by me}; and finally the winning selection was
placed in a sealed envelope, which was then hermetically sealed in a mayonnaise jar and safely tucked
away on Funk & Wagnalls (renowned lexicographers & religious publishers) front porch overnight, until
today's announcement of the winning submission. Please read of the winning selection below, and then start
thinking about  your  submission for  2020, which should be spectacular  considering that  long awaited
numerical year, which is rapidly approaching. Also, don't forget to practice our Motto for the balance of
2019!.) 
         

irst, please allow me to apologize for being tardy in selecting and announcing a motto for 2019. I
mean, we are already 1/12th of the way through the year. How have we accomplished anything

without a motto? All I can say is, the old devil must be happy, because he knows better than any of his
minions that: "If you aim at nothing, you will surely hit your target!" And that old adage is, of course,
the motivator for our Motto.

F

Some might say, "well, preacher, give me some sort of 'proof text' (some BIBLE) for selecting a motto?"
If you want an Old Testament verse, maybe Proverbs 29:18 would work? The first part says, "Where
there is no vision, the people perish..." (yes, I know "in context" it was talking about when there was no
"prophetic vision" from God [no word from God], the people were in a proverbial MESS). In response to
that, I would say, "Have you never heard of the remote context?" Meaning, in this non-miraculous (non-
prophetic era) it would continue to be true that humans need to be pushed and motivated to do God's
bidding, and a motto often serves that purpose,  IF it is Scripturally sound. OK, for a New Testament
passage,  consider  an  obscure  reference  to  our  question  about  mottoes,  in  Acts  6:3-5.  The  Apostles
suggested a course of action for the local membership to focus on in overcoming a problem, and the Bible
says "and the 'saying'  pleased the whole multitude..."  Perhaps you think it  a stretch,  but one of the
synonyms for the word "saying," is the word "motto." Enough said!

opefully, and in like manner, the "saying" which has been selected for us will please the multitude
here at Oak Grove, and we will go forward in 2019 to let Christ's reflection be seen in our members

here during the remainder of this year and in all future years, but I digress.            
H

The Oak Grove OracleThe Oak Grove Oracle
(Family News & Views of the Oak Grove Church of Christ)

Meeting Weekly At Our Building Located At:
FM Rd. 1402 North, (Mailing Address: P.O. Box 523), Mt. Pleasant, Texas 75455, (903) 572-0859

Church Website: www.churchofchristatoakgrove.com or, www.ogcoc.net
David A. McCain, Gospel Preacher & Bulletin Editor, (903) 577-1540 (H), 285-1756 (M)David A. McCain, Gospel Preacher & Bulletin Editor, (903) 577-1540 (H), 285-1756 (M)

Volume VII ........................................ Sunday, February 3, 2019 .......................................... Number 5Volume VII ........................................ Sunday, February 3, 2019 .......................................... Number 5



Before announcing the winning motto and the name of our Oak Grove member who submitted it, first let
me share a few statistics. Eleven (11) different members submitted twenty-two (22) potential mottoes for
consideration in our 2019 slogan or maxim contest (another couple of synonyms for "motto")! Five of the
eleven made multiple submissions, which accounts for the difference in the number of submitters and
submissions. What can I say, poetic thought just pours out of some folks, while others wouldn't recognize
a poetic thought if it came up and slapped them in the brain! That being true, they are the losers because
our winner gets a $25 gift card to Longhorn Steakhouse, in Texarkana (also good at Olive Garden, or
any of  Darden chain of  restaurants),  and a  copy of the little  motivational  book,  "Who Moved My
Cheese," by Dr. Spencer Johnson.

And the name of the person who submitted the winning motto is (drum roll please): Anonymous! Yes, the
brother or sister who submitted the winning entry wishes to remain anonymous, and I will honore their desire,
but still convey their prizes to them.

Of  course you've already figured out the actual motto, if you read the title of my article. Yes it is:
 

Let Christ Be Seen In 2019!Let Christ Be Seen In 2019!

The decision of our judges was nearly unanimous. Two of the three judges thought our winner was the
number one contender, while the third judge selected it as his  #3 choice (I had asked them to rank the
submissions with their top 3 choices).

Honorable mention goes to four other contenders:

Let our light be seen in the year 2019!

On Christ Lean in 2019!

Praise the King in 2019!

Is 2019 MY Time?

David A. McCain


