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o, I've got a little impromptu series of articles going on currently about some of the Bible's "unsung
heroes." You surely know what I mean by that appellative "unsung heroes" don't you? I'm talking about

folks who often worked behind the scenes, without a lot of fanfare. Humble, unheralded disciples of Jesus,
who did not "toot their own horn" about what they had done, or were doing, for the cause of Christ.
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Now, today you're going to have to "work with me" (maybe laboriously) to understand who and what I
feel compelled to write about in my lead article in this week's Oracle. What I really want to do is to
write  an  unabashed tribute to  my recently deceased father-in-law,  Jack Orbison,  Gospel  preacher
extraordinaire!  Even as I write these words I know he would at the very least be "miffed" with me, if
not downright angry, for my taking up what he thought of as "sacred space" in a church bulletin writing
about him, a mere mortal.  So, I guess at the outset, you would have to conclude his mentoring failed
with  me,  since  knowing  how  he  would  feel,  I'm  going  to  write  about  him  anyway.  Sorry  Jack,
sometimes I'm as stubborn as an old mule, young whippersnapper that I am!

Listen,  in  deference to  his  patient  mentoring of the "liberal,  with a  good heart,"  as he sometimes
described me to his preaching buddies, he and his beloved wife, Tola, just like Aquila and Priscilla of
old did with Apollos (remember our article from last week), "took me aside and taught me the way of
God more perfectly" (Acts 18:26). Or, at least they "tried!" Jack especially became my mentor for the
space of more than 30 years. OK, so I'm a slow learner!

Seriously,  now, this  is  where I try to make my Biblical point and spiritual application about older
preachers who are mentors of younger preachers, like the Apostle Paul was to young Timothy (see
Paul's first and second epistles to that lad who struggled fearfully with being a faithful preacher - 2
Tim. 1:1-8). Let me tell you from firsthand experience, not all preachers are patient enough to help
young struggling preachers to mature in the faith. That may be why so many young preachers quit
preaching and go into secular work before their 5th year of work as a "located preacher," but I digress.

resh  out  of  a  renowned  "Christian  college"  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  Bible  and  preaching
(whoopee),  I  accepted  my first  ministry  position  with  a  large  congregation  in  a  small  town in

southwestern Oklahoma. I wanted to "preach," but was unmarried at the time (most churches want a
married man to be their preacher), so the best I could do was to land a "youth ministry" position with
the aforementioned church.  My primary responsibility was to try to help the 50 or so teenagers who
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attended services at that locale to obey the Gospel and to be faithful to the Lord. I was also to be the "backup"
for the "pulpit preacher," when he was sick or out of town, the personal evangelism guy, and the janitor as
needed. Does the name "flunky" ring any bells?

Believe it or not the pulpit preacher's first name was "Paul." I remember thinking when I decided to
take the job the elders offered me, "wow, maybe he will help me to grow in the grace and knowledge of
Jesus Christ, just like the Apostle Paul did for young Timothy." Evidently, though, the elders forgot to
send him the memo about such being added to his job description, when I was hired to be the "youth
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guy."  Right  after  moving there I  broached the subject  of his  helping me to mature into a  faithful
preacher of the Gospel, only to be rebuffed with a huff, and the following rejoinder, "I aign't wet-
nursing no wanna-be preacher!" Well, excuse me for asking?

Fortunately, there was a beautiful Christian girl down the road about 30 miles south in the "great state" (why,
Texas, of course), who was unmarried and had her heart set on marrying a preacher like her daddy. Also,
fortunately for my sake, the girl was not only a faithful Christian, and beautiful inside and out, but she was
obviously "blind as a bat," because in relatively short order we became husband and wife! That "qualified" me
then to get an actual "preaching job," which I "tried out for" on our honeymoon weekend.

"Viola," I didn't need the old curmudgeon preacher's help after all, except I really did. You see, even
though I had my trusty bachelor's degree in hand, I didn't have a clue how to go about being a "local
preacher." However, the new wife had an awesome preacher for a father, and he was not nearly so reticent
about helping a "greenhorn, not dry behind the ears" fledgling preacher to try to spread his wings and fly
like a butterfly freshly transformed from the caterpillar stage of his life. So, he signed on for being my
"Apostle Paul," and the rest is history, as they say.                
Folks, I could write a hundred articles about my beloved father-in-law's great attributes as a faithful Christian,
a devoted family man, and one of the greatest Gospel preachers I have been privileged to be around in my 65
years of life on this planet. I might hasten to add I've been privileged to know, and even be friends with,
many of the best and brightest preachers of our current generation. However, one of the nicest things I
can say about Jack is he lived what he preached (more so than most preachers), and he was a humble
enough servant of the King of kings to even help "wet-nurse a wanna-be preacher like me."

I know the great Apostle Paul would not generally be thought of as an "unsung hero." Most people
likely think of him as a close second to the Lord Himself, so far as Paul's faithfulness to preach the
truth and live an exemplary life to back it up is concerned. But, only a struggling young preacher like I
once was, would recognize one of Paul's greatest but often "unsung qualities" and that is that he wanted
to help others to learn how to share "the unsearchable riches of Christ" (Eph. 3:8).

If I seem a little more emotional than usual in the next few weeks, I hope you'll understand and forgive
me. My mentor has left me to fend for myself. I will miss him dearly, but I trust that my loss will be
"heaven's (Paradise's) gain." Because of the precious blood and saving grace of Jesus, I think I know
where to find him and will hopefully be able to spend time at his side again in the great beyond in the
heavenly family  of  God.  May God  help  me  to  follow his  example  even  as  He followed  Christ's
example. Rest easy brother Jack.

David A. McCain


