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ord's Day last, we focused on "Andrew," who brought his brother Simon to meet Jesus. The world was never the same
afterward as a result of that one act of brother to brother evangelism (John 1:35-42). The point I was striving to drive

home is that YOU may know a "Simon Peter," who would make a great servant of the Lord, IF only YOU would take or
make the time to introduce him or her to Immanuel.  

LL
What's that? Oh, you say you don't have a brother like Simon, or a sister like Martha had in Mary  (Lk 10:38-42). Well,
maybe you know someone who is striving to serve the Lord to the best of their current knowledge and ability, but they
just need to learn a little more about the TRUTH to get it right, in order to serve the Lord faithfully? So, let me remind
you in today's Oracle article, about another couple of unsung heroes in the Holy Scriptures.

I used the word "couple" to describe them because they were just that - a married couple. You've probably already
guessed their names:  Aquila and Priscilla. Their names are mentioned just five times in the New Testament (Acts 18:2,
18:18, 18:26; Rms. 16:3; & 1 Cor. 16:19), actually far fewer times than Andrew is mentioned. However, every word
said about them is "24kt. gold," because these people were 24kt. gold in their faithful service to Christ, to His church,
and to the cause of sharing Christ's Gospel with others who were seeking God.

We are first introduced to these "unsung heroes of the faith" in Acts 18, as Luke records the travels of the Apostle Paul on his
second "missionary campaign." He met them when he arrived in Corinth. They were from Rome, but had recently moved to
Corinth, when the Emperor Claudius expelled all the Jews from Rome (in AD 50, according to extra-biblical sources). Like
Paul, they were tentmakers by trade (Acts 18:1-3). Whether or not they were already Christians, or Paul converted them, is
anyone's guess; the Scriptures simply don't tell us? Whatever, to use a fishing metaphor, you might say they were "hook, line,
and sinker" Christians. In other words, Jesus and His evangelistic mission were the real focus of their lives (Mt. 6:33)!

n Romans 16:3, Paul identified them as trusted "helpers in Christ." When he left Corinth, they continued with him as
far as Ephesus (Acts 18:18-19), where he "left them," we can assume to keep on evangelizing, and to strengthen the

church there. Later, during Paul's third evangelistic journey, he came back and spent three years at Ephesus. It was
during that time, that most Bible scholars believe he wrote his "first epistle" to the church in Corinth, wherein he sent
greetings from Aquila & Priscilla and the congregation of believers, which met in their home (1 Cor. 16:19). IF Only
YOU... (Continued)

II

Evidently, Aquila and Priscilla later moved back to Rome, because when Paul (near the end of his third "evangelistic
campaign") writes the church in Rome, he sends greetings to Aquila and Priscilla and to the church which once again met "in
their house." Not only does this mean they were hospitable and willing to sacrifice for the cause of Christ, but Paul paid them
the highest compliment by saying they had risked their necks for him (Rms. 16:3-5).

The greatest thing we know about these "unsung heroes" of the early church is how they "taught Apollos the way of
God more perfectly" (Acts 18:24-26). Apollos, a Jew from Alexander (in Egypt), was a bold and eloquent preacher, but
he only knew about the baptism of John, until this couple "took him in" ("aside" - one translation says), and filled him
in on the missing details. He must have become a powerful preacher of the whole Gospel, because Paul later lists him
as being as effective at making disciples for the Lord, as either Paul or Peter (I Cor. 1:12, & 3:4-22).

Do you know anyone like Apollos, who needs you to share with them the Gospel more perfectly? Make a list. Pray for them
by name. Teach them more about Jesus. Invite them to visit our services at Oak Grove.
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