
 

Unsung HeroesUnsung Heroes
he pages of Holy Writ are full of unsung heroes. One of my favorites is a man by the name of Andrew.
Even though he was one of the Lord's twelve hand-picked Apostles, not a whole lot is known about him. In

fact his name appears only 13 times in just 12 verses of the New Testament, and four of those times are in the
four listings of the entire living group (Mt. 10:2-4, Mark 3:16-19, Luke 6:13-16, & Acts 1:13). In the "whole
list" citations, twice he's listed second in the list, and the other two times he's listed fourth. 
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Matthew's gospel mentions Andrew only twice (4:18-20 & 10:2-4). Other than Matthew's famous "Dr.
Pepper" listing of the entire group (10:2-4), we learn only that Andrew was likely the "younger" brother
of Simon Peter, that he was a Galilean fisherman, and that he knew how to cast a net and stay busy at his
work (4:18-20). Some might also say Matthew's history shows Andrew could recognize a "rising star"
when he saw one, and was not afraid to "hitch his wagon to that star."

Mark's gospel adds little to Andrew's memoirs. In just four short references (1:16-18, 1:29, 3:16-19, & 13:3-
4), the only thing added to his résumé' is that he and his brother shared a house together (1:29), and that he
was curious to learn more about Jesus, and to understand the meaning of the Lord's teachings (13:3-4). In both
Luke's gospel (6:13-16,) and the book of Acts (1:13), nothing is added to Andrew's biography.

It is from the four references in John's gospel (1:35-42, 1:44, 6:8-9, & 12:20-22), that we learn the most
about Andrew, and maybe get just a hint of his personality. We learn he was from the city of Bethsaida
(1:44), we can at least "guess" he was the trusted friend of the Apostle Philip (1:44 & 12:20-22), and
that perhaps he was a "bean counter" kind of guy, personality wise (see 6:8-9).  

As far as we know, he was not a brash, impetuous, "loud-mouth" like his brother Simon Peter. Evidently, he
was more "laid back" than his flashy sibling.  Oh, I forgot to mention the most important thing this unsung
hero did. He brought that loud-mouth brother to meet Jesus (John 1:35-42). As far as we Biblically know,
Andrew didn't baptize the first Gentile convert like his famous brother. He never went on any "missionary
journeys," or planted any churches like the Apostle Paul. None of Andrew's sermons are recorded for us to
read and study. But he introduced his brother to Jesus, and how we are richer for it!

ow many unsung heroes do you know? Have you thought about introducing them to Jesus? In this
New Year of 2019 here at the Oak Grove church of Christ let us determine to redouble our efforts to

do great things for the Lord! Let's plan to go and grow for Jesus this year like never before. May God
help us to bring glory and honor to His Holy Name. Let's find another unsung hero or three!

HH
David A. McCain

The Oak Grove OracleThe Oak Grove Oracle
(Family News & Views of the Oak Grove Church of Christ)

Meeting Weekly At Our Building Located At:
FM Rd. 1402 North, (Mailing Address: P.O. Box 523), Mt. Pleasant, Texas 75455, (903) 572-0859

Church Website: www.churchofchristatoakgrove.com or, www.ogcoc.net
David A. McCain, Gospel Preacher & Bulletin Editor, (903) 577-1540 (H), 285-1756 (M)David A. McCain, Gospel Preacher & Bulletin Editor, (903) 577-1540 (H), 285-1756 (M)

Volume VII ........................................ Sunday, January 6, 2019 .......................................... Number 1Volume VII ........................................ Sunday, January 6, 2019 .......................................... Number 1


