
 

"Not the Time, or the Place!""Not the Time, or the Place!"
"To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and
a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A time to kill, and a time to
heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to
mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to
embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a
time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time
to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace" (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8). 

he wise man Solomon, wrote those words of profound spiritual wisdom. A lifetime could be spent
pondering the meaning and depth of the fact that we must exercise some spiritual discernment about

the right thing to say and the right to do, as well as waiting for the right time to say or to do them. But,
in the manner of spiritual teaching, even a child can understand its basic meaning.
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Years  ago,  when  our  daughter  Amanda  was  our  only  child,  Janice  was  sick  and  had  a  doctor's
appointment. I must have had a funeral to preach that day, or some other pressing engagement, because I
couldn't babysit.  So, Amanda, who was only 4 or 5 at the time, went along with her mother to the
appointment. When the time came for our family physician  to examine Janice, he was trying to engage
Amanda in conversation to keep her occupied. He asked, "Amanda, do you like to sing?" Affirmative
response. "Why, don't you sing us a song," suggested the doctor. To which Amanda promptly responded,
"This is not the time, or the place!" The doctor, who was long on medical skill but short on bedside
manner cracked up laughing!  Janice, who must have been deathly ill to even be at the doctor's office,
also got a quick respite from her ailment, with a little bit of "laughter, the best medicine."

I'm sure we had said those words of wisdom to Amanda ourselves, on previous occasions of disciplining
inappropriate behavior. Evidently they had made an impact on her developing mind and conscience.
Would to God that all of us approached God & His Holy Word with such childlike faith and trust that
God's Word, His will and His way are always the right way and the best way to proceed.

oes this mean "situation ethics," as classically defined is a good thing? No, but it does mean we need
to engage our brains and learn to exercise spiritual discernment. Pray for wisdom (Jms. 1:5), and ask

God to help you to always do and say the right thing, at the right time.        
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