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et me give a big  THANK YOU to all the folks who took the time to brainstorm some suggested
mottos for Oak Grove to follow in the coming year. I received several submissions. They were all

good, and each one would have been an excellent path to follow as a congregation for the coming year.
I realize my selection of the "winner" is wholly subjective on my part. I sincerely hope the authors of
the mottos who were not selected will find grace in their hearts to forgive me for not picking yours as
the winner. However, the one I think is the best can be found above as the title for this article. I'd like to
tell you who the author is, but the submitted page was blank other than the motto. 

LL

Call me a doofuss for not being able to remember who handed me that particular slip of paper with the
winning submission on it, although I did ask all authors to include their name with their submission.
Hear's my explanation, and I'm sticking to it! I received a flurry of submissions last Lord's Day, and just
stuck them in the back of my Bible and did not even read them until yesterday. If the author will kindly
tell me who penned it, I will gladly give credit in next week's bulletin, and you can be honored for a year
as the Poet Laureate of Oak Grove, and also get to go first in line at our first pot-luck gathering in 2018.
Maybe you wanted to remain anonymous, and if that's the case so be it, but I really wish you would come
forward and take credit for it, so we can "give honor to whom honor is due" (Rms. 13:7).

et's spend just a moment focusing on the selected motto:  Following the King of Kings in 2018.
Three times in the KJV New Testament, Jesus, is called the "King of Kings and the Lord of Lords"

(1 Tim. 6:15, Rev. 17:14 & 19:16). Christians, as His faithful disciples are to follow Him wherever He
leads us. Jesus often called His Apostles with the simple two word command, "Follow me." Just so, He
commanded all faithful disciples, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for
my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (Mt. 16:24-26).

LL

(Continued p. 2)
Follow the King of Kings... in 2018
In 1890, E. W. Blandy wrote the words to a beautiful song which fits our motto perfectly:

I can hear my Savior calling,
I can hear my Savior calling,
 I can hear my Savior calling,

'Take thy cross and follow, follow Me.'
(Chorus)

I'll go with Him thro' the garden,
I'll go with Him thro' the garden,
I'll go with Him thro' the garden,

I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.
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(Chorus)

I'll go with Him thro' the Judgment,
I'll go with Him thro' the Judgment,
I'll go with Him thro' the Judgment,

I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.
(Chorus)

He will give me grace and glory,
He will give me grace and glory,
He will give me grace and glory,

And go with me, with me all the way.
(Chorus)

 

Chorus:
Where He leads me I will follow,
Where He leads me I will follow,
Where He leads me I will follow,

I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.

What a wonderful life unfolds for those who follow in the footsteps of Jesus (1 Pet. 2:21-25), all the way
home to the Father. As the song suggests, Jesus promises to go with us all the way. In fact, "He will never
leave us nor forsake us, so that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man
shall do unto me" (Heb. 13:5-6). So, yes, let us be found Following the King of Kings in 2018!

David A. McCain


