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he year of 2017 is almost passed. Just two more weeks and one day and poof, it will be gone. Unless
the Lord God chooses to end time in the next two weeks (which is always a real possibility), at

midnight two Sundays from today, the 365 days of 2017 will enter into the history books never to be
lived again.
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So, how did YOU do in 2017? Was it everything you dreamed of? Did you accomplish all or any of the goals
you set for yourself at the beginning of this year? Do you even want to think about such things as  "New
Year's Resolutions?" If you have one of those fancy talking bathroom scales, does it still say, "one at a time
please," when you step on each morning? Is your dining room table still covered with the bills you were going
to organize and file away neatly, except the piles are much larger now? Are the empty boxes you were going
to fill with the stuff for your spring garage sale still empty? Hopefully, by now, you realize I'm preaching
(meddling) at/with myself!
   

Somewhere around this time last year, at a Wednesday night gathering, we were discussing a theme motto
for Oak Grove for 2017. Without much hesitation, one of our faithful members suggested, "Letting Your
Light Be Seen in 2017." It was an awesome idea, which was quickly adopted. It has a good rhyme and is
built  upon  a  memorable  Scriptural  foundation,  from  Christ's  memorable  Mountaintop  Message in
Matthew 5-7. You remember, the Lord said:

"You are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a
candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven" (Mt. 5:14-16).

o, how did we do? Did the light of Christ shine brightly last year at Oak Grove and through the lives
and examples of  Oak Grove's faithful members of Christ's body? Sadly, there are no do-overs (no

"mulligans," if you're a golfer) in the spiritual realm. I doubt any of us are fully satisfied with the way
2017 has transpired, but thankfully the Lord gives us new days, new weeks, new months and every 365
days a new year to serve Him. In just two more weeks we get to begin again - a fresh slate, a clean
canvas, 365 blank pages. How will we use it to God's glory and honor and the progress of His precious
church? Think about it! 
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