
 

Guest Editorial

“To Everything There is a Season”
No one in this world likes to feel like they are without a reason for existence. For college students,
many of them are faced with this question for the first time in their lives during the college years:
“What is my purpose here on this earth?” To be sure, time here on earth is limited (James 4:14), and
man is created in such a way that his purpose can be accomplished within his lifetime. Few begin a
project that they know will not be accomplished before their death. Solomon tells us, “To everything
there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven…” (Ecclesiastes 3:1ff). We have been allotted
time in this life for the things that cause the greatest joy and the greatest suffering. 

How wonderful to think that our loving, omnipotent Father has already thought of everything we need to
know within our lifetime and He has taken care of us! Our God has created this world for us so we might be
able to have different experiences in the different seasons of our lives, but we are able to experience them as
simply “seasons” which will inevitably pass into another.

More than any other, Jesus understood the changing seasons in the life of man in light of His task. He
often spoke to His disciples concerning the purpose of His own life (Matthew 16:21). When the time
came for Him to be arrested and suffer death on the cross, He accepted it because He knew it was
necessary, “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? Father save Me from this hour? But for this
purpose I came to this hour” (John 12:27).

What pain and torture He must have felt on that cross bearing the sins of the world! I often wonder
what it must have felt like when He knew His agony and pain, His season of sorrow, His purpose was
accomplished (John 19:28)!

I thank God every day that He allotted time for the purpose of Christ. I am grateful everyday for the
time He gives us to serve Him. What is your purpose on this earth? We all have time allotted to us, and
we all have a final appointment to keep (Hebrews 9:27). We need to observe the passing seasons as just
that…passing. What happens at the end will be determined by how we observed those seasons with our
purpose in mind!  Food for thought!
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