
A Mess or A MaybeA Mess or A Maybe
t seemed to work for Adam, so I'll try it too.  Janice made me do it!  OK, it's like this.  I made the
mistake one evening of relinquishing control of the "TV Box," as I call it (or the remote control) to

Janice.  Sorry, guys!  I know that's one of the most serious infractions of the Man Code, but it is what it
is.  Hold a kangaroo court and lynch me from the Shumate Oak , if you feel compelled to do so.  I will
not resist your judgments or rebukes, because I am guilty as charged.

II

Look, I admit now it was a huge mistake, a terrible faux pas!  So just let me publically confess my chagrin
and plead for your mercy.  You've surely heard of the  Domino Effect, and you may have guessed my
original error in judgment was just a gateway to greater crimes.  OK, I'm getting to it.  Don't be in such a
hurry to fasten me to the whipping post.  It's difficult to admit my major infraction of the Man Code, but let
me go ahead and just come clean to confess that I am now hooked on the Hallmark Mystery Channel.
There I said it.  Boy, I feel waves of relief washing over me just from verbalizing my error.

In my defense, let me offer the following mitigating positive notes that might cause you to commute
my sentence, if not issue me a full pardon.  First, I don't get as riled up watching a Hallmark Classic,
as I used to do when I switched on FOX News, and listened to everything that's wrong in our country.

Secondly, I've made my wife happy, as she just about refuses to watch "the news" of any kind, as she
claims it drags us down, rather than edifying us up.  Remember the old adage, "happy wife - happy life."
After all the Scriptures teach us to dwell with them according to knowledge (1 Pet. 3:7).  Also, since she
is absolutely adamant about that verse where the Apostle Paul proclaimed, "Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things  are honest, whatsoever things  are just, whatsoever things  are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think on these things" (Phil. 4:8).  So, I'm trying to humor her, and obey the injunction of
Scripture all at the same time.  The old two birds with one stone thing. 

inally, I actually heard a statement in one of the movies recently that I thought would make a great title for a
bulletin article.  You'll have to decide if I was right.   The title is at the top of this article.  Frankly, I don’t

remember the exact context of the statement.  OK, so I sleep through some of Janice’s movies.  I never said I
was a "perfect husband."  However, I woke up for the statement and even wrote it down.  The spiritual
thought I took from it is that our attitude often determines whether something is profitable or a detriment to us.
You know, is the glass half full or half empty?  "As a man thinks in his heart so is he" (Prov. 23:7).
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