
 

Convictions Are Costly 
 

n our capitalistic culture we live and die by the price tag. Last week's culture war over "taking a knee" during 

the national anthem at NFL games is a perfect case in point. When the fans quit buying tickets and watching the 

games on the "tube," the owners and players changed their tune in a hurry. The "Almighty Dollar" still reigns 

supreme. The vast majority of patriotic fans spoke the language that the "multi-millionaire" players and owners all 

understand and speak distinctly, even if they didn't graduate from the third grade. You don't need a dictionary to 

understand "Pocketbookease!" Yes, convictions are costly. 
 

Like it or not, it costs to be a disciple of Christ. Jesus said, "If any man come to me, and hate (meaning "to love less") not his 

father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. ...So likewise, whosoever he be of you 

that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple" (Lk. 14:26-33). Jesus stated the cost of discipleship when he 

said, "Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man 

at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a 

man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he 

that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is 

not worthy of me" (Mt. 10:34-38). 
 

Being a Christian requires sacrifice. Daily, we must offer ourselves as living sacrifices for Christ, and the 

Gospel (Rms. 12:1-2, Mk. 8:34-38). Christianity is a costly religion. It cost Jesus His life! He expects no 

less of us. Step forward men like David of old, who when offered "free" the threshing floor of Araunah the 

Jebusite, as a place of worship and sacrifice said, "Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither 

will I offer burnt offerings unto the Lord my God of that which cost me nothing" (2 Sam. 24:24). Stand up 

and be counted, men like that great old soldier Joshua, who challenged, "And if it seem evil unto you to 

serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that 

were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and 

my house, we will serve the Lord" (Jos. 24:15). 
 

olding to the convictions of our Master remains a costly business. It requires repentance, change, 

obedience, and sacrifice to be a child of God. Are you willing to pay the price to be a true disciple of 

Jesus? Are you ever guilty of trying to offer God worship or service which has cost you nothing at all? The 

simple truth is, though the grace of God is freely offered to all mankind, Christianity is not a free ride. The 

truth is Christian convictions are costly and we should want it no other way. 
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