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n the mid-1960's a song writer by the name of Hal David, the son of Austrian Jewish immigrants, wrote the
unforgettable lyrics to a song for which  Burt Bacharach composed the haunting music.  Recorded and

made famous originally by Jackie DeShannon, in 1965, it flew to the top of the music charts, and is still very
popular today over a wide range of musical genres.
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Over the past 50+ years it has been "covered" by hundreds of musical artists, including  the Supremes,  Judy
Garland, Ed Ames, the Carpenters, Barry Manilow and Johnny Mathis, just to name a few.  It has been recorded
in a host of different musical styles, including country and A cappella versions.  It also has been used as both
background music or as a theme song on the soundtrack of many popular movies and television shows.  Unless you
are just totally void of any interest in music, I dare say the tune will almost immediately pop into your mind when you
see the memorable thesis of the song in print:

"What the world needs now is love, sweet love
It's the only thing that there's just too little of."

Would it be a cliché for me to say that Hal David's song "hits the nail on the head," in regard to what our
world desperately needs, right now, more than any other human commodity?  Times haven't changed all
that much in the last  2000 years, have they?  Jesus said  "love" was the basis for the two greatest
commandments, and literally undergirded the entire Old Testament covenant (Mt. 22:37-40), though the
leaders of Judaism in Christ's day did not understand it to be so (Mt. 5:43-48).  So, Jesus set about to
show the world a picture perfect example of love, while He also made it the hallmark of the Christian
religion (John 13:34-35).

LOVE!  Indeed it is the essential element, emotion, attitude, and motivation of Christianity.  Without true love, our lives
are worthless and empty, and all of our spiritual gifts and sacrifices are in vain.  So said the Apostle Paul by inspiration of
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 13:1-3).  But, the external signs of love can be feigned or faked, and men can sometimes be
fooled by a hypocritical façade of love.  However, God can’t be fooled.

s your love genuine or counterfeit?  God knows!  Does the fire of your love need rekindling?  If so, why not
return to your first love through repentance and renewed faithfulness (Rev. 2:4-5).  Why not do so today?  You

might actually change our world for the better one loving deed at a time!
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