
 

If Life Gives You Lemons Make Lemonade
Considering the aging demographic of the Oak Grove congregation, I doubt video games are high on your list
of pastime activities.  However, if you've ever played any video games at all, maybe with your grandkids, the
game of "Tetris" has a high probability of being one of the games you played.  According to  Business
Insider, "Tetris," a video game released on the popular "Game Boy" handheld portable gaming console in
June, of 1984, is the second most popular video game of all time, bested only by Super Mario Brothers.

If you've played the game you know that multiple patterns of blocks descend the screen at ever faster rates
of descent as the game progresses.  The object of the game is to cause the blocks to fall into the proper
waiting spaces at the bottom of the screen, to form solid lines.  The problem is, the computer sends the
various shapes of blocks randomly, so you must use the game controller to spin and move the blocks in
order to fit them into the waiting spaces to form the completed lines.  The knack to scoring higher is not
getting hung up waiting for the perfect shaped block to descend, but rather to make the best of what the
computer sends down, by spinning and moving the blocks as they fall.  If you make the mistake of waiting
around for the perfect shaped block to fit a certain hole, the game is over before you know it, because other
blocks just keep on coming relentlessly until the screen is filled to the top, ending the game.

In many ways "Tetris" parallels the "game of life," and therein is the spiritual point I would like for you to
ponder.  As we strive to live faithfully as Christians, it would be wonderful if life always served us up a
bed of roses.  But life doesn't always do that, does it?  So we have to make the best of what God has
given us in the way of talents, abilities, and opportunities, and of what life, nature, and the random chance
of events beyond our control dishes out to us.

As Solomon once said, "I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle
to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men
of skill; but  time and chance happeneth to them all" (Emphasis mine - D.Mc.) (Eccl. 9:11).  Even
Satan must be figured into the equation, as he sends temptations, trials, and tribulations to try to "upset
the apple cart" of our lives.

Maybe you wanted to be a song leader, but you can't carry a tune in a #10 washtub.  You may, however,
be blessed with the talent to be one of the best Bible class teachers around.  What are you going to do?
You could sit around whining and complaining because God didn't give you perfect pitch, or you could
take the talents He did give you and become the best Bible class teacher in the region.
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If Life Gives You Lemons...
(Continued)

Maybe you've had some misfortune befall you.  What are you going to do?  You could sit around
feeling sorry for yourself and drown in your own self-pity, or you could get up off your couch, dry your
eyes, put on a happy face, and go find someone less fortunate than yourself to minister to in the name
of the Lord (Mt 6:16-18, Gal.6:10).

In the work of the Lord's church, we find the Lord's plan to be perfect, but people and situations are often
flawed.  Because of that reality, I fear we may many times make the mistake which is fatal in the game of
"Tetris,"" which can also be spiritually fatal in the game of life.  That is, we get hung up on waiting for
everything to be perfect before we attempt to do what God wants us to do, only to find that life has passed
us by while we waited.  As one fellow said, "Life is what happens to you while you're planning for
something else!"  We must learn to "seize the day" by availing ourselves of the opportunities for service
God sends us today.

Will we be like Paul and see even the misfortune of imprisonment to be useful for the furtherance of the
Gospel and the growth of the kingdom (Phil. 1:12-14)?  Or, will we wait for everything to be perfect before
we move to act in a spiritual fashion.  Teddy Roosevelt once wrote: "It is not the critic who counts; not the
man who points out how the strong man stumbles or where the doer of good deeds could have done them
better.  The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena; whose face is marred by dust and sweat and
blood; ...who at the best knows in the end the triumphs of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails,
at least he fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who know
neither victory nor defeat!"

Will you dare greatly to use what life has given you, to do something worthwhile for the Lord?  Will
you learn to deal with life as it comes and make the best of it, to the ultimate glory of God?

                  David A. McCain


