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The Best & the Worst Of TimesThe Best & the Worst Of Times
urricane Harvey followed this week by his hateful sister Irma have brought out polar extremes in
humanity. As Charles Dickens observed in A Tale of Two Cities, "it was the best of times, it was the

worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was
the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of
hope, it was the winter of despair..." Isn't it amazing how natural disasters, calamities of every sort, and
worldly catastrophes often bring out both the best and worst in humankind? Why is it, do you suppose,
that  some folks  become looters  and gougers,  while  others  perform almost  incredible  acts  of  self-
sacrifice and service to others during times of terror and tragedy?
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Might it be a depiction of the ongoing battle between good and evil that wars within our spirits daily
(Rms. 7:14-25)? Paul begs for help in winning that battle for good. In Romans 7:24 he wrote of the agony
he felt due to the war within, "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?" Then he gives a resounding answer to his question that guides us towards a life of peace and
tranquility instead of turmoil. He said, "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rms. 7:25).

Yes, in Jesus Christ,  we find the meaning and purpose that supersedes all the anxieties of life that
usually weigh us down. "Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7). Paul goes on
to remind us that a life filled with wholesome service to others pays great dividends not only for the
served but for the server too.  He wrote:  "Finally,  brethren,  whatsoever things are true,  whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things.  Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the
God of peace shall be with you" (Phil. 4:8-9).

ifferent eternal destinies await the self-sacrificing servants, as opposed to the looters and gougers.
The Apostle Paul also penned, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,

that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  And let us not be weary in well doing: for
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith" (Galatians 6:7-10). In times of crisis,
which are you: a gouger, a looter, or the Savior's servant? Think about it! 
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