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Just a couple more spiritual lessons from sweet little "Hannah" come to mind, then I'll move on next 

week to something else.  What?  You don't know who Hannah is, you say? Well, shame on you if you 

skipped "church" last Lord's Day to go fishing, or to entertain company.  OK, listen, we all make poor 

choices from time to time, so I won't hold it against you.  What really matters, though, is God won't 

hold it against you either, IF you will repent, humbly ask in prayer for His forgiveness (if you're a baptized 

believer), then turn over a new leaf and try to do what's right in the future.  So says 1 John 1:9. 
 

However, if you're not a "baptized believer," then what YOU really need to do is "repent and be converted" 

(repent & be baptized - Acts 2:38) "that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come 

from the presence of the Lord" (Acts 3:19).  Yes, it's a simple plan which leads to a clean slate with God 

(Jeremiah 31:34, Romans 6:3-4).  Oh, I almost forgot, you'll find a few of last week's Oracles on the foyer hat 

rack.  If you'll read the lead article: "A Dollar for a Quarter #1," you can find out who Hannah is, but I digress. 
 

Back to my story.  Sweet, innocent, godly little Hannah (made in the image of God - Gen. 1:27) has not yet 

been corrupted by Satan to think "the accumulation of great wealth is not everything, it's the only thing."  

So, she sneaks up on me and teaches me a great spiritual lesson about the difference between value and 

cost.  Here's the rub: I slipped her a quarter one Sunday, to try to "leave a good taste in her mouth" about 

coming to "church" with her grandparents.  Then, with a good feeling in my heart, I just went right on with 

my life, knowing that giving her a quarter made me feel better than chewing a piece of bubble gum, which 

is the only thing I can think of right now that I might purchase for a quarter at today's inflated prices. 
 

Several weeks later, Hannah is invited to attend our Summer Youth Series with grandma & grandpa.  

Unbeknownst to her mother, she breaks into her piggy bank that afternoon and takes out a dollar to 

give the "Preechure" at "grandpa's and grandma's church!"  Does she understand a dollar is four times 

as much money as a quarter?  Maybe, but doubtful, since she's only 7, though very precocious! 
 

Even if she understands a dollar is worth more than a quarter, she doesn't mind because it makes her feel good 

to give it away. Oh, that we all might be innocent and generous, not greedy, like a little child.  "Except ye be 

converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Mt. 18:3). 
  

My mind begins to whirl. Scriptures I've studied for years but never fully understood suddenly make 

more sense.  Perhaps God has sent this little child to help me "understand His ways more perfectly" 

(Acts 18:26)?  If I try to hang on to my money, my life, my time, my talents (or whatever) I will lose 

them.  The only way to "save" them (& me) is to give them/myself away (Mt. 16:25). 
 

"But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into 

temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have 

wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many pangs.  But as for you, O man of God, 

flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness."  ..."As for the 

rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good 

works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation 

for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life" (1 Tim. 6:8-11 & 17-19 - ESV). 

Thank you God for little Hannah's generous heart. Help me to be more like her, as I realize I can't take it 

with me, but I can send it on ahead by being rich in good works. 

David A. McCain 
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