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((Guest EditorialGuest Editorial: Several loving brethren {: Several loving brethren {OakgroviansOakgrovians} encouraged me to "take it easy" this week. Also,} encouraged me to "take it easy" this week. Also,
my doctor said not to dare pick up anything over 10 pounds {my desktop computer weighs  exactly 13.7; Imy doctor said not to dare pick up anything over 10 pounds {my desktop computer weighs  exactly 13.7; I
weighed it}. If you believe that, could I interest you in a waterfront timeshare near the big swamp in FL?weighed it}. If you believe that, could I interest you in a waterfront timeshare near the big swamp in FL?
Other brethren sternly warned me to exercise wisdom, and do exactly what the doctor, Other brethren sternly warned me to exercise wisdom, and do exactly what the doctor, JaniceJanice, and sound, and sound
reason dictated. Believe it or not, I listened and obeyed. Shock of shocks! So, I asked my young friend,reason dictated. Believe it or not, I listened and obeyed. Shock of shocks! So, I asked my young friend,
Jordan GrahamJordan Graham, to write the lead article for the , to write the lead article for the OracleOracle today. Who knew he would write about me and today. Who knew he would write about me and
my second favorite Bible hero? my second favorite Bible hero? One caveat about what you readOne caveat about what you read: take anything he says about me with a: take anything he says about me with a
salt shaker full of salt, as he is staying at my house, sleeping in my guestroom, eating my food {all, ofsalt shaker full of salt, as he is staying at my house, sleeping in my guestroom, eating my food {all, of
course, only because of the kind daily blessings of God}, and his precious daughter has twice spit up on me,course, only because of the kind daily blessings of God}, and his precious daughter has twice spit up on me,
while I was feeding her. Thus, his viewpoint may be slightly warped by prejudicial influence. Mind you, I'mwhile I was feeding her. Thus, his viewpoint may be slightly warped by prejudicial influence. Mind you, I'm
not saying he can be bought, but not saying he can be bought, but JordanJordan your check is "in the mail"!) your check is "in the mail"!)

ith his new pacemaker ticking, David’s health has greatly increased. I saw him do twenty pushups
and then mow the front lawn with a nothing but a pair of scissors. It’s good to see him feeling

better. I figured since David’s heart is on our minds we would talk about another David we know so
well, King David.
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1 Kings 15:5 tells us: “David did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and had not turned aside
from anything that God commanded him all the days of his life, except in the case of Uriah the Hittite.”
The third verse of the same chapter speaks of his heart being “wholly devoted to the LORD his God.”
The only time God considered David to have turned from Him was in that great sin of lust and murder.
Yet that sad account gives us an insight into the kind of heart David had. Yes, he sinned, we all do, but
David’s heart wouldn’t work without God. It was his pacemaker if you will. “Create in me a clean
heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). When David did sin his heart
never became so hard that God could not fix him. 

onsider the words of Nathan the prophet, who God sent to him. He told David about the poor man’s sheep 
and said “You are the man!…Why have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? You 

have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have 
killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon.”
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These words spoken to any other oriental king would likely have cost the speaker his head, but David’s
response was not made in wrath, but in humility - “I have sinned against the LORD.”

David told Nathan that the man who stole the sheep  “must make restitution for the lamb fourfold,
because he did this thing and had no compassion” (2 Sam. 12:6). These very words came to pass, four
punishments for his sin, but not death. “The LORD also has taken away your sin; you shall not die” (2
Sam. 12:13). The child that is born dies. David’s daughter, Tamar, is raped. David’s son Amnon is
murdered. Absalom dies shamefully, all because of sin. Yet look at 1 Chronicles 3:5 “These were born
to David in Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan and Solomon, four, by Bathsheba the daughter of
Ammiel…”  This third child of Bathsheba was named Nathan. David was the kind of man who was so
thankful for the rebuke of God that he named his own son Nathan.

David realized that when his heart was sick, God helped him. David’s heart needed God. Our hearts
need God to make them work the way they should. We don’t always get it right, but let it be said that
our hearts are “wholly devoted to the LORD.”
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