
Is Your Heart Right with God?Is Your Heart Right with God?
or some strange reason I have pacemakers on my mind today. So, I decided to see if I couldn't come up with someor some strange reason I have pacemakers on my mind today. So, I decided to see if I couldn't come up with some
spiritual thoughts that would keep pace with my  spiritual thoughts that would keep pace with my  Maker'sMaker's mind. Is there a spiritual metaphor lurking about here mind. Is there a spiritual metaphor lurking about here

somewhere? I hope so, else I'm just wasting paper and toner, not to mention my time and yours. In today's somewhere? I hope so, else I'm just wasting paper and toner, not to mention my time and yours. In today's OracleOracle article, article,
I wanted to lay a little ground work for my evening sermon, by talking about the Bible "heart," or the term as it isI wanted to lay a little ground work for my evening sermon, by talking about the Bible "heart," or the term as it is
predominantly used in the Scriptures to denote the center of man's thinking, reasoning, will and emotions. Only rarely ispredominantly used in the Scriptures to denote the center of man's thinking, reasoning, will and emotions. Only rarely is
the word used in the Bible solely to describe the organ that pumps blood (less than 10 times according to my count, suchthe word used in the Bible solely to describe the organ that pumps blood (less than 10 times according to my count, such
as 2 Sam. 18:14, or 2 Kings 9:24). Then, Lord willing, when our sermon time rolls around this PM, we'll deal with theas 2 Sam. 18:14, or 2 Kings 9:24). Then, Lord willing, when our sermon time rolls around this PM, we'll deal with the
question: question: ""Do You Need a Spiritual PacemakerDo You Need a Spiritual Pacemaker?"?"

FF

According to According to e-Sworde-Sword, my computer concordance, the , my computer concordance, the King James VersionKing James Version of the Bible uses the word " of the Bible uses the word "heartheart" in its" in its
singular, plural and possessive forms exactly singular, plural and possessive forms exactly 947947 times, in  times, in 871871 verses of Scripture. The term is used far more frequently verses of Scripture. The term is used far more frequently
in the Old Testament than the New, as it appears only in the Old Testament than the New, as it appears only 167167 times in the second major division of God's Word. With almost times in the second major division of God's Word. With almost
one thousand texts to choose from, I suppose I could write a dozen articles and preach a whole series of sermons aboutone thousand texts to choose from, I suppose I could write a dozen articles and preach a whole series of sermons about
the Bible "heart." I might even get in a couple of extra licks by turning the words around and pontificating or penningthe Bible "heart." I might even get in a couple of extra licks by turning the words around and pontificating or penning
about the about the ""heart of the Bibleheart of the Bible."." One brotherhood author from yesteryear wrote a whole book about just one chapter of One brotherhood author from yesteryear wrote a whole book about just one chapter of
Scripture - Acts 2. He gave it the Scripture - Acts 2. He gave it the title "title "The Hub of the BibleThe Hub of the Bible."." I suppose he could have called it, "The Heart of the Bible," I suppose he could have called it, "The Heart of the Bible,"
just as well, except his thesis was that Acts 2, the eternal purpose of God in Christ's church, is the "hub" around which thejust as well, except his thesis was that Acts 2, the eternal purpose of God in Christ's church, is the "hub" around which the
whole Bible revolves.whole Bible revolves.

One writer said "heart" is the most common "One writer said "heart" is the most common "anthropological" term used in the Bible. David wrote more about the "heart" than
any other Biblical author, with son Solomon coming in a close second. Jeremiah had more to say about man's heart than any
other Old Testament prophet. It's no surprise that Jesus spoke the word more than any other New Testament prophet, with the
apostle Paul coming in a close second. The book of Hebrews is also chock full of memorable exhortation concerning the
spiritual heart.

rom such a vast storehouse of heart-changing literature, how do you choose the top Scriptures to introduce aow do you choose the top Scriptures to introduce a
sermon on whether we might need a spiritual pacemaker? Here's what I did. It took a while, but I read everysermon on whether we might need a spiritual pacemaker? Here's what I did. It took a while, but I read every

verse where the word "heart" is mentioned.verse where the word "heart" is mentioned.
FF
Here is my list of the most precious gems from Holy Writ, just to start you thinking. First, some Old Testament jewels:Here is my list of the most precious gems from Holy Writ, just to start you thinking. First, some Old Testament jewels:
""And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, ...soul, and ...might" (Deut. 6:5). "...for man looketh on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart" (1 Sam. 16:7). "For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law
of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments" (Ezra 7:10). "The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise" (Ps. 51:17). "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out
of it are the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23). "For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he..." (Prov. 23:7). "And rend your heart, and
not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God..." (Joel 2:13).

Now, some New Testament powerhouses to hopefully whet your interest for tonight's sermon: "Blessed are the pure in heart:
for they shall see God" (Mt. 5:8). "And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, ...soul, ...mind, and ...strength"
(Mk. 12:30). "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the
evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh" (Lk.
6:45). "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Lk. 12:34). "...thy heart is not right in the sight of God"
(Acts 8:21). "But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
which was delivered you" (Rms. 6:17). "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in
departing from the living God" (Heb. 3:12). "...love one another with a pure heart fervently" (1 Pet. 1:22). "But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3:15).

Your list might be different from mine. All that God said about our spiritual heart is critical to our soul's salvation. Only
space limits us quoting every verse. May God help us to "seek Him with our whole heart" (Ps. 119:2).        

David A. McCain


