
Served or Servant?Served or Servant?
wo groups of people are found in every organization on this earth: those who contribute to the cause, and those
who detract from it. It matters not whether you're talking about an association as large as a nation, or as small as

a local civic club, some members furnish the ride, while others just go along for the ride.
TT
The business world provides a good illustration of this truism. In every corporation there are those
employees who are genuinely interested in the welfare of the company, and then there are those whose
only interests are quitting time and payday. The institution of marriage is no different. Some folks enter
marriage and begin to look for things they can do to please their  spouse and contribute towards a
pleasant union. Others marry only for what they hope to get out of it.

Sadly, this spiritual malady sometimes infects the body of Christ. We are indeed grateful for brethren who approach
Christianity  from  the  humble  servant's viewpoint. They search for ways to use their talents to
serve others. Their noble desire is to  contribute to the cause of Christ, for the good of the whole body.
They  are  the  happy,  content,  satisfied Christians, whose lives are a blessing to others and
a joy to behold.  However, the  "shirkers"  are an  utter  disappointment  to  observe.  Such
"brethren" approach the Lord's church from the "what's in it for me" perspective. These so-
called "Christians" often "miss the boat" as they  sit  idly  on  the  sidelines  waiting  to  be
entertained, rather than rolling up their sleeves and joining in the blessed and happy work of the church.

From the Biblical record we learn the joy of service was one of the most difficult aspects of Christian
living for Jesus to convey to His followers. Over and over again we find the Lord stressing in His
teaching the noble  qualities of  servant  hood:   things like humility,  patience,  compassion,  kindness,
stewardship, zeal, hard work, meekness, mercy, gentleness, and love (Mt. 5:3-12, 20:27, 23:11).

Not only did Jesus teach His disciples about what it means to be a servant of others, He also modeled
the servant's heart before them (Phil. 2:5-8). Yet time and again His closest followers, the Apostles,
evidently missed the point, for we find them continually arguing over which one of them would be the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven (Mark 9:33). 

reatness in the kingdom comes not from age, money, position, power, or popularity; not even from
being a "charter member" of a local congregation. Rather it comes from humble service. The real joy

of Christianity is reserved for those humble servants who, without reservations, stipulations, or strings,
offer their talents in service to the Lord with the attitude, "here am I LORD; send me" (Isa. 6:8). Which
is it for you: served or servant, leech or leader, parasite or participant?
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