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common human error down through the ages has been the mistake of trying to categorize the
commandments of God into essential and non-essential elements.  That was one of the great
faults  of  the Pharisees, who had organized God's commandments into lists of greater and

lesser commands. They thought and taught that the lesser commands were trivial and insignificant and
could thus be disregarded with impunity.   However, Jesus said the Pharisees were wrong in their
distinctions, and that their attitudes and actions had the effect of destroying God's law, and would
ultimately keep them out of heaven (Matthew 5:17-20, Luke 11:42).

AA
Brethren, we must be very careful to avoid this "cafeteria approach" to religion. History reveals the record
of unwitting men who have often tried to second guess God, by making distinctions and passing judgments
on the relative importance of God's commands. But, this has always led to trouble for those who are so
disposed. The simple truth is, all of God's commandments are vital (John 14:21, I John 5:2-3).

If the Old Testament teaches us anything, it is that God demands respect and obedience for all of His
commandments. "Obey my voice" is a good summary statement of Old Testament law (Exodus 19:5,
Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Jeremiah 7:23). Likewise, if the New Testament teaches us anything, it is that
God now demands respect for the will and the law of Christ (Matthew 7:21, John 14:15, Hebrews 5:8-
9, I Peter 1:22). Indeed, the true test of a man's faith is his willingness to obey all the commandments
of God. We dare not trivialize any of God's commands, nor whitewash the seriousness of any sin, by
validating the "cafeteria approach" to religion. Solomon's conclusion about man's purpose still rings
true, "Fear God and keep His commandments:  for  this is the whole duty of man…" (Ecclesiastes
12:13).

ave you done all God has asked you to do to become a member of His family? Have you been
added to the family of God (the church of Christ) through obedience to His will (Acts 2:38-47)? Are
you worshipping God according to the pattern of the New Testament? Are you faithfully practicing

Christianity, as Christ demands (Revelation 2:10)? Honest answers to these questions will determine your
eternal destiny. 
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