
  

SSlliipp  SSlliiddiinngg  AAwwaayy  
 

ccording to the internet information site Wikipedia, Paul Simon wrote the lyrics to a 

catchy little song in 1977, which climbed high on the popular music charts, and from 

which I borrowed the title for this article. Maybe a couple of verses, and the chorus of his Slip 

Slidin' Away song will refresh your memory, and leave you pondering its meaning: 

"I know a father, he had a son.  He longed to tell him all the reasons for the things he'd done.  

He came a long way just to explain.  He kissed his boy as he lay sleeping, then he turned 

around and headed home again.  God only knows, God makes his plans.  The information's 

unavailable to the mortal man.  We work our jobs, collect our pay. Believe we're gliding 

down the highway, when in fact we're slip slidin' away. (Chorus) Slip slidin' away;  Slip 

slidin' away.  You know the nearer your destination, the more you're slip slidin' away." 
 

I suppose there are as many ideas about what the song meant as there are people who remember 

the song. I only borrowed the title to introduce the idea that as the modern saying goes, life can 

sometimes be a "slippery slope," especially our spiritual lives, if we leave God out of our daily 

plans. The author of Hebrews had something to say about that in Hebrews 2:1-4, "Therefore we 

ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we 

should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression 

and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so 

great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 

them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with 

divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?" 
  

Unless, I've totally missed the Hebrews writer's point, as Christians we don't have to actively 

turn our backs on the Lord and walk away from Christianity to miss heaven, rather all we have 

to do is just be negligent in our faithfulness and it can slip right through our hands.  If we're not 

watchful, careful, and circumspect in our lives, faithful Christian living can get out of focus and 

we can slowly but surely apostatize.  I think this is true, both individually and congregationally. 
 

 

or example, we've all known brethren, even elders, preachers, Bible class teachers, or 

great personal evangelists, who at one time were "on fire" for the Lord. However, now 

they never even darken the door for a worship service. What happened? In the words of the 

title, they were guilty of "slip sliding away." They didn't start out to just quit the Lord one 

day, but that has become their ultimate end. Slowly but surely negligence on their part 

allowed dedication to Christ and things spiritual to slip out of their lives. 

(Continued p. 2) 
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Slip Sliding Away (Continued) 
 

It can happen to whole congregations of God's people too. Just 30 short years ago I preached 

for a church of over 250 members in another small E. Texas town. That church had 4 elders, 6 

deacons, a beautiful church building, and were at that time supporting a multitude of Christian 

works. Sadly, in the past three decades they dwindled down to just a handful of old die-hards, 

who last year sold the building and closed its doors. What happened? Lots of things. It didn't 

happen overnight. It came incrementally. Division reared its ugly head. A Diotrephes (3 Jn. 

1:9) elder was allowed to rule the roost without Scriptural challenge, which led to a split. Poor 

choices were made and they became entrenched in those unwise choices, refusing to be 

remorseful and repent. Satan was allowed to have his wicked way. Members quit caring, 

working, & giving. The church pulled back. Services were cancelled.  Ultimately the church 

just shriveled up and died. 
 

How can we avoid slip sliding away? Several pertinent passages come to mind. 2 Peter 1:10-

12 says, "Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election 

sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto 

you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore 

I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know 

them, and be established in the present truth." You might have a look also at Phil. 2:12 & 1 

Cor. 15:58, among many others. Strive to be faithful! 

                     David A. McCain  
 


